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THE NEW EVANGELIZATION
By Rino Fis ichel la

The New Evangel izat ion

RESPONDING TO THE CHALLENGE OF INDIFFERENCE

The thrust  for  a so-cal led new evangel izat ion has been one of  the most important act ions
of the Pont i f icate of  Benedict  XVI.  This expression is rooted in the Second Vat ican Counci l
and was used for the f i rst  t ime by John Paul  I I  in 1979, to s igni fy the desire to announce the
Christ ian message with greater impact and freshness. In th is era of  ideological  and cul tural
cr is is wi th in Western society,  the Church has the del icate task of  guiding man and society
towards salvat ion,  towards a l i fe c loser to the word of  Chr ist .  To this end, Benedict  XVI
has created a new Vat ican department,  dedicated speci f ical ly to the evangel izat ion of  the
Western wor ld,  under the guidance of  Archbishop Fis ichel la.  In th is important book, which
is a cul tural  and rel ig ious manifesto for the Year of  Fai th,  Archbishop Fis ichel la explains
what const i tutes the great task in which he, and the Church, are cal led upon to propose
the central i ty of  the fami ly,  promot ing the ethics of  f inance, redeveloping the presence
of Cathol ics in pol i t ics and especial ly urging people not to get t rapped in isolat ion and
indi f ference.

The fact  that  you cal l  i t  "new" is not intended to qual i fy the content of  evangel izat ion,  but
the condi t ion and the way in which i t  is  made. Benedict  XVI 's Apostol ic Letter Ubicumque et
semper r ight ly emphasizes that i t  is  considered appropr iate " to provide adequate answers
because the whole Church is present in the contemporary wor ld and with a missionary zeal
can promote a new evangel izat ion."


