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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12

7.45 am Pilgrimages to the tomb of the Apostle Peter

9.00 am Eucharistic Adoration and the celebration of the Sacrament of Reconcil iat ion

1.30 pm Procession of the Statue of Our Lady of Fatima in vatican

4.00 pm The procession of the original Statue of Our Lady of Fatima in St.  Peter’s
Square

5.00 pm Pope Francis welcomes the Statue of the Madonna of Fatima. Via Matris and
Marian catechesis.

7.00 pm Recitation of the Holy Rosary united with those in Marian sanctuaries
throughout the world at the Sanctuary of Divino Amore;

10.00 pm Prayer Vigil

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 13

 9.45 am The entrance procession of the Statue of Our Lady of Fatima and the
recitation of the Holy Rosary.

10.30 am Holy Mass in St.  Peter’s Square presided by Pope Francis.
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SABATO 12 OTTOBRE

Pel legr inaggio al la Tomba di  Pietro

 

Procession of the Statue of Our Lady of Fatima in Vat ican

 

Via Matris and Marian catechesis.

 
ADDRESS OF HOLY FATHER FRANCIS

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

This event of  the Year of  Fai th is devoted to Mary,  the Mother of  Chr ist  and the Mother of
the Church, our Mother.  The statue of  Our Lady which has come from Fat ima helps us to
feel  her presence in our midst .  I t  is  a fact :  Mary always br ings us to Jesus. She is a woman
of fa i th,  a t rue bel iever.  But we can ask:  What was Mary’s fa i th l ike?

1. The f i rst  aspect of  her fa i th is th is:  Mary’s fa i th unt ies the knot of  s in (cf .  Lumen Gent ium ,
56).  What does that mean? The Fathers of  the Second Vat ican Counci l  took up a phrase
of Saint  I renaeus, who states that  “ the knot of  Eve’s disobedience was unt ied by the
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obedience of  Mary;  what the v i rg in Eve bound by her unbel ief ,  the Virgin Mary loosened
by her fa i th”  (Adversus Haereses ,  I I I ,  22,  4) .

The “knot”  of  d isobedience, the “knot”  of  unbel ief .  When chi ldren disobey their  parents,  we
can say that a l i t t le “knot”  is  created. This happens i f  the chi ld acts wi th an awareness of
what he or she is doing, especial ly i f  there is a l ie involved. At that  moment,  they break
trust  wi th their  parents.  You know how frequent ly th is happens! Then the relat ionship wi th
their  parents needs to be pur i f ied of  th is faul t ;  the chi ld has to ask forgiveness so that
harmony and trust  can be restored. Something of  the same sort  happens in our relat ionship
with God. When we do not l is ten to him, when we do not fo l low his wi l l ,  we do concrete
things that demonstrate our lack of  t rust  in him – for  that  is  what s in is – and a k ind of
knot is created deep within us.  These knots take away our peace and sereni ty.  They are
dangerous, s ince many knots can form a tangle which gets more and more painful  and
di f f icul t  to undo.

But we know one thing: nothing is impossible for  God’s mercy!  Even the most tangled knots
are loosened by his grace. And Mary,  whose “yes” opened the door for  God to undo the
knot of  the ancient disobedience, is the Mother who pat ient ly and lovingly br ings us to God,
so that he can untangle the knots of  our soul  by his father ly mercy.  We al l  have some of
these knots and we can ask in our heart  of  hearts:  What are the knots in my l i fe? “Father,
my knots cannot be undone!”  I t  is  a mistake to say anything of  the sort !  Al l  the knots of
our heart ,  every knot of  our conscience, can be undone. Do I  ask Mary to help me trust  in
God’s mercy,  to undo those knots,  to change? She, as a woman of  fa i th,  wi l l  surely te l l  you:
“Get up, go to the Lord:  he understands you”.  And she leads us by the hand as a Mother,
our Mother,  to the embrace of  our Father,  the Father of  mercies.

2.  A second aspect is that  Mary’s fa i th gave human f lesh to Jesus .  As the Counci l  says:
“Through her fa i th and obedience, she gave bir th on earth to the very Son of  the Father,
wi thout knowing man but by the overshadowing of  the Holy Spir i t ”  (Lumen Gent ium ,  63).
This was a point  on which the Fathers of  the Church great ly insisted: Mary f i rst  conceived
Jesus in fa i th and then  in the f lesh ,  when she said “yes” to the message God gave her
through the angel .  What does this mean? I t  means that God did not want to become man by
bypassing our f reedom; he wanted to pass through Mary’s f ree assent,  through her “yes”.
He asked her:  “Are you prepared to do this?” And she repl ied:  “Yes”.

But what took place most s ingular ly in the Virgin Mary also takes place within us,
spir i tual ly,  when we receive the word of  God with a good and sincere heart  and put i t  into
pract ice.  I t  is  as i f  God takes f lesh within us;  he comes to dwel l  in us,  for  he dwel ls in al l
who love him and keep his word.  I t  is  not  easy to understand this,  but  real ly,  i t  is  easy to
feel  i t  in our heart .

Do we think that  Jesus’  incarnat ion is s imply a past event which has nothing to do with us
personal ly? Bel ieving in Jesus means giv ing him our f lesh with the humil i ty and courage
of Mary,  so that he can cont inue to dwel l  in our midst .  I t  means giv ing him our hands, to
caress the l i t t le ones and the poor;  our feet ,  to go forth and meet our brothers and sisters;
our arms, to hold up the weak and to work in the Lord’s v ineyard,  our minds, to th ink and
act in the l ight  of  the Gospel ;  and especial ly to of fer  our hearts to love and to make choices
in accordance with God’s wi l l .  Al l  th is happens thanks to the working of  the Holy Spir i t .
And in th is way we become instruments in God’s hands, so that Jesus can act  in the wor ld
through us.

3.  The third aspect is Mary’s fa i th as a journey .  The Counci l  says that Mary “advanced
in her pi lgr image of  fa i th”  ( ib id. ,  58).  In th is way she precedes us on this pi lgr image ,  she
accompanies and sustains us.

How was Mary’s fa i th a journey? In the sense that her ent i re l i fe was to fo l low her Son:
he – Jesus – is the way, he is the path!  To press forward in fa i th,  to advance in the
spir i tual  p i lgr image which is fa i th,  is  nothing other than to fo l low Jesus; to l is ten to him
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and be guided by his words;  to see how he acts and to fo l low in his footsteps; to have
his same sent iments.  And what are these sent iments of  Jesus? Humil i ty,  mercy,  c loseness
to others,  but  a lso a f i rm reject ion of  hypocr isy,  dupl ic i ty and idolatry.  The way of  Jesus
is the way of  a love which is fa i thful  to the end, even unto sacr i f ic ing one’s l i fe;  i t  is  the
way of  the cross.  The journey of  fa i th thus passes through the cross.  Mary understood this
from the beginning, when Herod sought to k i l l  the newborn Jesus. But then this exper ience
of the cross became deeper when Jesus was rejected. Mary was always with Jesus, she
fol lowed Jesus in the midst  of  the crowds and she heard al l  the gossip and the nast iness
of those who opposed the Lord.  And she carr ied th is cross!  Mary’s fa i th encountered
misunderstanding and contempt.  When Jesus’  “hour”  came, the hour of  h is passion, when
Mary’s fa i th was a l i t t le f lame burning in the night,  a l i t t le l ight  f l icker ing in the darkness.
Through the night of  Holy Saturday, Mary kept watch. Her f lame, smal l  but  br ight ,  remained
burning unt i l  the dawn of  the resurrect ion.  And when she received word that the tomb was
empty,  her heart  was f i l led wi th the joy of  fa i th:  Chr ist ian fa i th in the death and resurrect ion
of Jesus Christ .  Fai th always br ings us to joy,  and Mary is the Mother of  joy!  May she teach
us to take the path of  joy,  to exper ience this joy!  That was the high point  – th is joy,  th is
meet ing of  Jesus and Mary,  and we can imagine what i t  was l ike.  Their  meet ing was the
high point  of  Mary’s journey of  fa i th,  and that of  the whole Church. What is our fa i th l ike?
Like Mary,  do we keep i t  burning even at  t imes of  d i f f icul ty,  in moments of  darkness? Do
I feel  the joy of  fa i th?

This evening, Mother,  we thank you for our fa i th,  the fa i th of  a strong and humble woman;
we renew our entrustment to you, Mother of  our fa i th.  Amen.

 

SUNDAY, 13 OCTOBER

Holy Mass
 
HOMILY OF HOLY FATHER FRANCIS
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In the Psalm we said:  “Sing to the Lord a new song, for  he has done marvel lous th ings” (Ps
98:1).

Today we consider one of  the marvel lous th ings which the Lord has done: Mary!  A lowly
and weak creature l ike ourselves,  she was chosen to be the Mother of  God, the Mother of
her Creator.

Consider ing Mary in the l ight  of  the readings we have just  heard,  I  would l ike to ref lect
wi th you on three things: f i rst ,  God surpr ises us, second,  God asks us to be fai thful ,  and
third,  God is our strength.

1. First :  God surpr ises us .  The story of  Naaman, the commander of  the army of  the k ing
of Aram, is remarkable.  In order to be healed of  leprosy,  he turns to the prophet of  God,
El isha, who does not perform magic or demand anything unusual  of  h im, but asks him
simply to t rust  in God and to wash in the waters of  the r iver.  Not,  however,  in one of  the
great r ivers of  Damascus, but in the l i t t le stream of the Jordan. Naaman is lef t  surpr ised,
even taken aback. What k ind of  God is th is who asks for something so simple? He wants to
turn back, but then he goes ahead, he immerses himsel f  in the Jordan and is immediately
healed (cf .  2 Kg 5:1-4).  There i t  is :  God surpr ises us.  I t  is  precisely in poverty,  in weakness
and in humil i ty that  he reveals himsel f  and grants us his love, which saves us,  heals us
and gives us strength.  He asks us only to obey his word and to t rust  in him.

This was the exper ience of  the Virgin Mary.  At  the message of  the angel ,  she does not hide
her surpr ise.  I t  is  the astonishment of  real iz ing that God, to become man, had chosen her,  a
simple maid of  Nazareth.  Not someone who l ived in a palace amid power and r iches, or one
who had done extraordinary th ings, but s imply someone who was open to God and put her
trust  in him, even without understanding everything: “Here I  am, the servant of  the Lord;
let  i t  be wi th me according to your word” (Lk 1:38).  That was her answer.  God constant ly
surpr ises us,  he bursts our categor ies,  he wreaks havoc with our plans. And he tel ls us:
Trust  me, do not be afraid,  let  yoursel f  be surpr ised, leave yoursel f  behind and fol low me!

Today let  us al l  ask ourselves whether we are afraid of  what God might ask,  or  of  what he
does ask.  Do I  let  mysel f  be surpr ised by God, as Mary was, or do I  remain caught up in
my own safety zone: in forms of  mater ia l ,  intel lectual  or  ideological  secur i ty,  taking refuge
in my own projects and plans? Do I  t ru ly let  God into my l i fe? How do I  answer him?

2. In the passage from Saint  Paul  which we have heard,  the Apost le te l ls  h is disciple
Timothy:  Remember Jesus Christ ;  i f  we persevere wi th him, we wi l l  a lso reign with him (cf .
2 Tim 2:8-13).  This is the second thing: to remember Chr ist  a lways – to be mindful  of  Jesus
Christ  – and thus to persevere in fa i th.  God surpr ises us wi th his love, but he demands that
we be fai thful  in fo l lowing him .  We can be unfai thful ,  but  he cannot:  he is “ the fa i thful  one”
and he demands of  us that  same f idel i ty.  Think of  a l l  the t imes when we were exci ted about
something or other,  some in i t iat ive,  some task,  but af terwards, at  the f i rst  s ign of  d i f f icul ty,
we threw in the towel.  Sadly,  th is also happens in the case of  fundamental  decis ions,  such
as marr iage. I t  is  the di f f icul ty of  remaining steadfast ,  fa i thful  to decis ions we have made
and to commitments we have made. Often i t  is  easy enough to say “yes”,  but  then we fai l
to repeat th is “yes” each and every day. We fai l  to be fai thful .

Mary said her “yes” to God: a “yes” which threw her s imple l i fe in Nazareth into turmoi l ,
and not only once. Any number of  t imes she had to ut ter  a heart fe l t  “yes” at  moments of  joy
and sorrow, culminat ing in the “yes” she spoke at  the foot of  the Cross. Here today there
are many mothers present;  th ink of  the fu l l  extent of  Mary’s fa i thfulness to God: seeing her
only Son hanging on the Cross. The fai thful  woman, st i l l  s tanding, ut ter ly heartbroken, yet
fa i thful  and strong.

And I  ask mysel f :  Am I  a Chr ist ian by f i ts  and starts,  or  am I  a Chr ist ian fu l l - t ime? Our
cul ture of  the ephemeral ,  the relat ive,  a lso takes i t  to l l  on the way we l ive our fa i th.  God
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asks us to be fai thful  to him, dai ly,  in our everyday l i fe.  He goes on to say that,  even i f
we are somet imes unfai thful  to him, he remains fa i thful .  In his mercy,  he never t i res of
stretching out his hand to l i f t  us up, to encourage us to cont inue our journey, to come back
and tel l  h im of  our weakness, so that he can grant us his strength.  This is the real  journey:
to walk wi th the Lord always, even at  moments of  weakness, even in our s ins.  Never to
prefer a makeshi f t  path of  our own. That k i l ls  us.  Fai th is ul t imate f idel i ty,  l ike that  of  Mary.

3.  The last  th ing:  God is our strength .  I  th ink of  the ten lepers in the Gospel  who were
healed by Jesus. They approach him and, keeping their  d istance, they cal l  out :  “Jesus,
Master,  have mercy on us!”  (Lk 17:13).  They are s ick,  they need love and strength,  and
they are looking for someone to heal  them. Jesus responds by f reeing them from their
disease. Str ik ingly,  however,  only one of  them comes back, prais ing God and thanking
him in a loud voice.  Jesus notes th is:  ten asked to be healed and only one returned to
praise God in a loud voice and to acknowledge that he is our strength.  Knowing how to
give thanks, to give praise for  everything that the Lord has done for us.

Take Mary.  Af ter the Annunciat ion,  her f i rst  act  is  one of  char i ty towards her elder ly
kinswoman El izabeth.  Her f i rst  words are:  “My soul  magnif ies the Lord”,  in other words,
a song of  praise and thanksgiv ing to God not only for  what he did for  her,  but  for  what
he had done throughout the history of  salvat ion.  Everything is his gi f t .  I f  we can real ize
that everything is God’s gi f t ,  how happy wi l l  our hearts be! Everything is his gi f t .  He is
our strength!  Saying “ thank you” is such an easy thing, and yet so hard!  How often do we
say “ thank you” to one another in our fami l ies? These are essent ia l  words for our l i fe in
common. “Sorry” ,  “excuse me”,  “ thank you”.  I f  fami l ies can say these three things, they
wi l l  be f ine.  “Sorry” ,  “excuse me”,  “ thank you”.  How often do we say “ thank you” in our
fami l ies? How often do we say “ thank you” to those who help us,  those close to us,  those
at our s ide throughout l i fe? Al l  too of ten we take everything for granted! This happens with
God too. I t  is  easy to approach the Lord to ask for  something, but to go and thank him:
“Wel l ,  I  don’ t  need to”.

As we cont inue our celebrat ion of  the Euchar ist ,  let  us invoke Mary’s intercession. May
she help us to be open to God’s surpr ises,  to be fai thful  to him each and every day, and
to praise and thank him, for  he is our strength.  Amen.

* *  *

ACT OF ENTRUSTMENT TO MARY

Blessed Virgin Mary of  Fat ima,

with renewed grat i tude for your mother ly presence

we jo in in the voice of  a l l  generat ions that cal l  you blessed.

We celebrate in you the great works of  God,

who never t i res of  lowering himsel f  in mercy over humanity,

af f l ic ted by evi l  and wounded by s in,

to heal  and to save i t .

Accept wi th the benevolence of  a Mother
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th is act  of  entrustment that  we make in fa i th today,

before th is your image, beloved to us.

We are certain that  each one of  us is precious in your eyes

and that nothing in our hearts has estranged you.

May that we al low your sweet gaze

to reach us and the perpetual  warmth of  your smi le.

Guard our l i fe wi th your embrace:

bless and strengthen every desire for  good;

give new l i fe and nour ishment to fa i th;

sustain and enl ighten hope;

awaken and animate char i ty;

guide us al l  on the path to hol iness.

Teach us your own special  love for the l i t t le and the poor,

for  the excluded and the suffer ing,

for  s inners and the wounded of  heart :

gather al l  people under you protect ion

and give us al l  to your beloved Son, our Lord Jesus.

Amen.


