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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28

9,30 am  Catechetical sessions held in diverse languages in various churches of
Rome

12,00 am Pilgrimage to the Tomb of the Apostle Peter

From 2 ,00  pm  Sacrament of Reconcil iat ion and for Eucharistic Adoration.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29

10,30 am Mass Presided by the Holy Father

In St.  Peter ’s Square

 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28

Pilgrimage to the Tomb of the Apostle Peter
 

SUNDAY, 29 SEPTEMBER

Holy Massi  wi th Pope Francis
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HOMILY OF HOLY FATHER FRANCIS

1. “Woe to the complacent in Zion, to those who feel  secure … ly ing upon beds of
ivory!”  (Am 6:1,4).  They eat,  they dr ink,  they s ing, they play and they care nothing about
other people’s t roubles.

These are harsh words which the prophet Amos speaks, yet  they warn us about a danger
that al l  of  us face. What is i t  that  th is messenger of  God denounces; what does he want
his contemporar ies,  and ourselves today, to real ize? The danger of  complacency, comfort ,
wor ld l iness in our l i festy les and in our hearts,  of  making our wel l -being the most important
thing in our l ives.  This was the case of  the r ich man in the Gospel ,  who dressed in f ine
garments and dai ly indulged in sumptuous banquets;  th is was what was important for  h im.
And the poor man at  h is doorstep who had nothing to rel ieve his hunger? That was none of
his business, i t  d idn’ t  concern him. Whenever mater ia l  th ings,  money, wor ld l iness,  become
the centre of  our l ives,  they take hold of  us,  they possess us;  we lose our very ident i ty as
human beings. Think of  i t :  the r ich man in the Gospel  has no name, he is s imply “a r ich
man”.  Mater ia l  th ings,  h is possessions, are his face; he has nothing else.

Let ’s t ry to th ink:  How does something l ike th is happen? How do some people,  perhaps
ourselves included, end up becoming sel f -absorbed and f inding secur i ty in mater ia l  th ings
which ul t imately rob us of  our face, our human face? This is what happens when we become
complacent,  when we no longer remember God. “Woe to the complacent in Zion”,  says
the prophet.  I f  we don’ t  th ink about God, everything ends up f lat ,  everything ends up
being about “me” and my own comfort .  L i fe,  the wor ld,  other people,  a l l  of  these become
unreal ,  they no longer matter,  everything boi ls down to one thing: having. When we no
longer remember God, we too become unreal ,  we too become empty;  l ike the r ich man in
the Gospel ,  we no longer have a face! Those who run af ter  nothing become nothing – as
another great prophet Jeremiah, observed (cf .  Jer 2:5).  We are made in God’s image and
l ikeness, not the image and l ikeness of  mater ia l  objects,  of  idols!
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2.  So, as I  look out at  you, I  th ink:  Who are catechists? They are people who keep the
memory of  God al ive;  they keep i t  a l ive in themselves and they are able to revive i t  in
others.  This is something beaut i fu l :  to remember God, l ike the Virgin Mary,  who sees God’s
wondrous works in her l i fe but doesn’ t  th ink about honour,  prest ige or weal th;  she doesn’ t
become sel f -absorbed. Instead, af ter  receiv ing the message of  the angel  and conceiv ing
the Son of  God, what does she do? She sets out,  she goes to assist  her elder ly k inswoman
El izabeth,  who was also pregnant.  And the f i rst  th ing she does upon meet ing El izabeth
is to recal l  God’s work,  God’s f idel i ty,  in her own l i fe,  in the history of  her people,  in our
history:  “My soul  magnif ies the Lord … For he has looked on the lowl iness of  h is servant
… His mercy is f rom generat ion to generat ion” (Lk 1:46, 48, 50).  Mary remembers God.

This cant ic le of  Mary also contains the remembrance of  her personal  h istory,  God’s history
with her,  her own exper ience of  fa i th.  And this is t rue too for each one of  us and for
every Chr ist ian:  fa i th contains our own memory of  God’s history wi th us,  the memory of
our encounter ing God who always takes the f i rst  step, who creates,  saves and transforms
us. Fai th is remembrance of  h is word which warms our heart ,  and of  h is saving work which
gives l i fe,  pur i f ies us,  cares for  and nour ishes us.  A catechist  is  a Chr ist ian who puts
this remembrance at  the service of  proclamat ion, not to seem important,  not  to ta lk about
himsel f  or  hersel f ,  but  to ta lk about God, about his love and his f idel i ty.  To talk about and
to pass down al l  that  God has revealed, his teaching in i ts total i ty,  nei ther t r imming i t  down
nor adding on to i t .

Saint  Paul  recommends one thing in part icular to his disciple and co-worker Timothy:
Remember,  remember Jesus Christ ,  ra ised from the dead, whom I  proclaim and for whom I
suf fer (cf .  2 Tim 2:8-9).  The Apost le can say this because he too remembered Christ ,  who
cal led him when he was persecut ing Chr ist ians,  who touched him and transformed him by
his grace.

The catechist ,  then, is a Chr ist ian who is mindful  of  God, who is guided by the memory of
God in his or her ent i re l i fe and who is able to awaken that memory in the hearts of  others.
This is not easy! I t  engages our ent i re existence! What is the Catechism i tsel f ,  i f  not  the
memory of  God, the memory of  h is works in history and his drawing near to us in Chr ist
present in his word,  in the sacraments,  in his Church, in his love? Dear catechists,  I  ask
you: Are we in fact  the memory of  God? Are we real ly l ike sent inels who awaken in others
the memory of  God which warms the heart?

3. “Woe to the complacent in Zion!” ,  says the prophet.  What must we do in order not to
be “complacent”  – people who f ind their  secur i ty in themselves and in mater ia l  th ings –
but men and woman of  the memory of  God? In the second reading, Saint  Paul ,  once more
wri t ing to Timothy,  g ives some indicat ions which can also be guideposts for  us in our work
as catechists:  pursue r ighteousness, godl iness,  fa i th,  love, endurance, gent leness (cf .  1
Tim 6:11).

Catechists are men and women of  the memory of  God i f  they have a constant,  l iv ing
relat ionship wi th him and with their  neighbour;  i f  they are men and women of  fa i th who truly
trust  in God and put their  secur i ty in him; i f  they are men and women of  char i ty,  love, who
see others as brothers and sisters;  i f  they are men and women of  “hypomoné ” ,  endurance
and perseverance, able to face di f f icul t ies,  t r ia ls and fai lures wi th sereni ty and hope in the
Lord;  i f  they are gent le,  capable of  understanding and mercy.

Let us ask the Lord that we may al l  be men and women who keep the memory of  God al ive
in ourselves,  and are able to awaken i t  in the hearts of  others.  Amen.

 


