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THURSDAY, JULY 4

7.00 pm Pilgrimage walk to the Tomb of the Apostle Peter and the Profession of Faith

FRIDAY, 5 JULY

9.00 am Catechesis

12.00 am Holy Mass

4.00 pm Vocational Pilgrimages to the churches of the Saints

9.00 pm Festival in Piazza del Campidoglio: Vocational announcement and
testimonies

SATURDAY, JULY 6

9.00 am A gathering of diocesan seminary rectors and those involved in the formation
of those preparing for consecrated l i fe:  The role of vocational formators in the
service of the New Evangelization

9.00 am The celebration of the Sacrament of Penance

4.00 pm Meeting with pope Farncis and vocational testimonies in the Paul VI Hall

6.30 pm Marian Procession in the Vatican Gardens

SUNDAY, JULY 7

9.30 amì Concluding Mass for the Vocational Pilgrimage presided by the Holy Father
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GIOVEDÌ 4 LUGLIO

Pilgrimage walk to the Tomb of the Apostle Peter and the Profession of Faith

 

FRIDAY, 5 JULY

Fest ival  in Piazza del  Campidogl io:  Vocat ional  announcement and test imonies

 
 

SATURDAY, JULY 6

A gather ing of  d iocesan seminary rectors and those involved in the format ion of  those
prepar ing for consecrated l i fe:  The role of  vocat ional  formators in the service of  the New
Evangel izat ion

 

Meeting with pope Farncis and vocat ional  test imonies in the Paul  VI Hal l

 
ADDRESS OF HOLY FATHER FRANCIS

Good evening!

I  asked Archbishop Fis ichel la whether you understood I ta l ian and he said you al l  have the
translat ion. . . .  I  feel  somewhat reassured!
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I  thank Archbishop Fis ichel la for  h is words and his work:  he worked hard to organize th is.
not to ment ion al l  the other th ings he has done and wi l l  be doing for the Year of  Fai th.
Thank you very much. However,  Archbishop Fis ichel la said something, and I  don’ t  know
if  i t  is  t rue,  but I  am taking i t  up:  he said that  you al l  want to give your l i fe to Chr ist
forever !  You are now applauding, you are celebrat ing because i t  is  the wedding t ime.. . .  But
when the honeymoon is over,  what happens? I  heard a seminar ian,  a good seminar ian,  who
said that  he wanted to serve Christ  for  10 years,  and then he would th ink about start ing
a di f ferent l i fe. . . .  This is dangerous! However,  l is ten careful ly:  we are al l ,  even the older
people among us,  we too, are under pressure f rom this “cul ture of  the temporary”;  and this
is dangerous because one does not put one’s stakes on l i fe once and for al l .  I  marry as
long as love lasts;  I  become a woman rel ig ious,  but only for  “a l i t t le whi le. . . ” ,  “a short  t ime”
and then I  shal l  see; I  become a seminar ian in order to become a pr iest ,  but  I  don’ t  know
how the story wi l l  end. This is not r ight  wi th Jesus! I  am not reproaching you, I  reproach
this cul ture of  the temporary,  which hi ts us al l ,  s ince i t  does us no good: because i t  is
very hard today to made a def in i t ive decis ion.  In my day i t  was easier,  because the cul ture
encouraged def in i t ive decis ions, whether for  marr ied l i fe,  consecrated l i fe or pr iest ly l i fe.
However,  in th is day and age i t  is  far  f rom easy to make a decis ion once and for al l .  We
are vict ims of  th is cul ture of  the temporary.  I  would l ike you to th ink about th is:  how can
I be free, how can I  break free f rom this “cul ture of  the temporary”?.  We must learn to
close the door of  our inner cel l  f rom within.  Once a pr iest ,  a good pr iest ,  who did not
feel  he was a good pr iest  because he was humble,  who fel t  he was a s inner,  said many
prayers to Our Lady; and he said th is to Our Lady — I  wi l l  say i t  in Spanish because i t
is  beaut i fu l  poetry.  He told Our Lady that he would never abandon Jesus, saying: “esta
tarde, Señora,  la promesa es s incera.  Por las dudas, no olv ide dejar la l lave afuera” ( “ th is
evening, Mother,  the promise is s incere.  But in case anything happens, do not forget to
leave the key outside”) .  However he said th is wi th love for the Virgin — people say “Our
Lady” — constant ly in mind. Yet when someone always leaves the key outside, for  any
eventual i ty. . . .  I t  won’ t  do.  We must learn to c lose the door f rom the inside! And i f  I  am not
sure,  i f  I  am not sure,  I  th ink,  I  shal l  take my t ime, and when I  feel  sure,  in Jesus, you
understand, because without Jesus no one is safe!  — when I  feel  sure,  I  wi l l  shut the door.
Have you understood this? What the cul ture of  the temporary is?

When I  entered I  saw what I  had wri t ten.  I  wanted to say a word to you and the word is “ joy”.
Wherever there are consecrated people,  seminar ians,  men and women rel ig ious,  young
people,  there is joy,  there is always joy!  I t  is  the joy of  f reshness, the joy of  fo l lowing Jesus;
the joy that  the Holy Spir i t  g ives us,  not the joy of  the wor ld.  There is joy!  but  — where is
joy born? I t  is  born. . .  but  on Saturday evening shal l  I  be going home or wi l l  I  go out dancing
with my former f r iends? Is joy born f rom this? For a seminar ian,  for  example? No? Or yes?

Some wi l l  say:  joy is born f rom possessions, so they go in quest of  the latest  model of  the
smartphone, the fastest  scooter,  the showy car. . . .  but  I  te l l  you, i t  t ru ly gr ieves me to see a
pr iest  or  a s ister wi th the latest  model of  a car:  but  th is can’ t  be!  I t  can’ t  be.  You think:  “so
do we now have to go by bicycle,  Father? Bicycles are good! Mons. Al f red r ides a bicycle.
He goes by bike.  I  th ink that  cars are necessary because there is so much work to be done,
and also in order to get about. . .  but  choose a more humble car!  And i f  you l ike the beaut i fu l
one, only th ink of  a l l  the chi ldren who are dying of  hunger.  That ’s al l !  Joy is not born f rom,
does not come from things we possess! Others say i t  comes from having the most extreme
exper iences for the thr i l l  of  the strongest sensat ions:  young people l ike to walk on a kni fe
edge, they real ly l ike i t !  Yet others l ike the t rendiest  c lothes, entertainment in the most
fashionable places — but I  am not saying that s isters go to those places, I  am saying i t  of
young people in general .  Yet others say joy comes from success with gir ls or wi th boys,
and even from switching from one to another or f rom one to the other.  This is insecur i ty in
love, which is not certain:  i t  is  “exper iment ing” wi th love. And we could go on.. . .  You too
are in touch with th is s i tuat ion which you cannot ignore.

We know that al l  th is can sat isfy some desires or create some emot ions, but in the end i t
is  a joy that  stays on the surface, i t  does not s ink to the depths,  i t  is  not  an int imate joy:  i t
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is momentary t ipsiness that does not make us real ly happy. Joy is not t ransi tory t ipsiness:
i t  is  something qui te di f ferent!

True joy does not come from things or f rom possessing, no! I t  is  born f rom the encounter,
f rom the relat ionship wi th others,  i t  is  born f rom feel ing accepted, understood and loved,
and from accept ing,  f rom understanding and from loving; and this is not because of  a
passing fancy but because the other is a person. Joy is born f rom the gratui tousness of  an
encounter!  I t  is  hear ing someone say, but not necessar i ly  wi th words:  “You are important
to me”.  This is beaut i fu l . . . .  And i t  is  these very words that God makes us understand. In
cal l ing you God says to you: “You are important to me, I  love you, I  am count ing on you”.
Jesus says this to each one of  us!  Joy is born f rom that!  The joy of  the moment in which
Jesus looked at  me. Understanding and hear ing th is is the secret  of  our joy.  Feel ing loved
by God, feel ing that for  h im we are not numbers but people;  and hear ing him cal l ing us.
Becoming a pr iest  or  a man or woman rel ig ious is not pr imari ly our own decis ion.  I  do
not t rust  that  seminar ian or that  woman novice who says: “ I  have chosen this path”.  I  do
not l ike th is!  I t  won’ t  do!  Rather i t  is  the response to a cal l  and to a cal l  of  love. I  hear
something within me which moves me and I  answer “yes”.  I t  is  in prayer that  the Lord makes
us understand this love, but i t  is  a lso through so many signs that we can read in our l i fe,
in the many people he sets on our path.  And the joy of  the encounter wi th him and with
his cal l  does not lead to shutt ing onesel f  in but to opening onesel f ;  i t  leads to service in
the Church. St Thomas said:  “bonum est di f fusivum sui ”  — the Lat in is not very di f f icul t !  —
Good spreads. And joy also spreads. Do not be afraid to show the joy of  having answered
the Lord’s cal l ,  of  having responded to his choice of  love and of  bear ing wi tness to his
Gospel  in service to the Church. And joy,  t rue joy,  is  contagious; i t  is  infect ious. . .  i t  impels
one forward. Instead when you meet a seminar ian who is excessively ser ious,  too sad,
or a novice l ike th is,  you think:  but  something has gone wrong here!  The joy of  the Lord
is lacking, the joy that  prompts you to serve, the joy of  the encounter wi th Jesus which
br ings you to encounter others to proclaim Jesus. This is missing! There is no hol iness
in sadness, there isn’ t  any!  St Teresa — there are many Spaniards here and they know i t
wel l  — said:  “a saint  who is sad is a sad saint” .  I t  is  not  worth much.. . .  When you see a
seminar ian,  a pr iest ,  a s ister or a novice wi th a a long face, gloomy, who seems to have
thrown a soaking wet blanket over their  l i fe,  one of  those heavy blankets. . .  which pul ls one
down.. . .  Something has gone wrong! But please: never any sisters,  never any pr iests wi th
faces l ike “chi l is  p ickled in v inegar”  — never!  The joy that  comes from Jesus. Think about
this:  when a pr iest  — I  say a pr iest ,  but  a lso a seminar ian — when a pr iest  or  a s ister
lacks joy he or she is sad; you might th ink:  “but th is is a psychological  problem”.  No. I t  is
t rue: that  may be, that  may be so, yes,  i t  might.  I t  might happen, some, poor th ings, fa l l
s ick. . . .  I t  might be so. However in general  i t  is  not  a psychological  problem. Is i t  a problem
of dissat isfact ion? Wel l ,  yes!  But what is at  the heart  of  th is lack of  joy? I t  is  a matter of
cel ibacy.  I  wi l l  explain to you. You, seminar ians,  s isters,  consecrate your love to Jesus,
a great love. Your heart  is  for  Jesus and this leads us to make the vow of chast i ty,  the
vow of cel ibacy.  However the vow of chast i ty and the vow of cel ibacy do not end at  the
moment the vow is taken, they endure. . . .  A journey that matures,  that  develops towards
pastoral  fatherhood, towards pastoral  motherhood, and when a pr iest  is  not a father to
his community,  when a s ister is not a mother to al l  those with whom she works,  he or
she becomes sad. This is the problem. For th is reason I  say to you: the root of  sadness
in pastoral  l i fe is precisely in the absence of  fatherhood or motherhood that comes from
l iv ing th is consecrat ion unsat isfactor i ly  which on the contrary must lead us to fer t i l i ty .  I t  is
impossible to imagine a pr iest  or  a s ister who are not fer t i le:  th is is not Cathol ic!  This is
not Cathol ic!  This is the beauty of  consecrat ion:  i t  is  joy,  joy.

However I  do not want to embarrass th is good sister [addressing an elder ly nun in the f ront
row ]  who was in f ront  of  the crowd barr ier ,  poor th ing,  she was real ly squashed, but she
had a happy face. I t  d id me good to look at  your face, s ister!  You may have had many years
of consecrated l i fe,  but  you have beaut i fu l  eyes, you were smi l ing,  you did not complain of
being squashed.. . .  When you f ind examples l ike th is,  many sisters,  many pr iests who are
joyful ,  i t  is  because they are fer t i le,  they give l i fe,  l i fe,  l i fe. . . .  They give th is l i fe because
they f ind i t  in Jesus! In the joy of  Jesus! Joy,  no sadness, pastoral  fecundi ty.
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To be joyful  wi tnesses of  the Gospel  i t  is  necessary to be authent ic and consistent.  And
this is another word that I  want to say to you: “authent ic i ty” .  Jesus severely repr imanded
the hypocr i tes:  hypocr i tes,  those who think wi th in themselves something other than what
they say: those who — to say i t  c lear ly — are two-faced. To speak of  authent ic i ty to young
people costs nothing because the young — al l  of  them — have this wish to be authent ic,
to be consistent.  And you are al l  d isgusted when you f ind in us pr iests who we are not
authent ic,  or  s isters who are not authent ic!

This is a pr imary responsibi l i ty  of  a l l  adul ts,  of  formators.  And i t  is  your responsibi l i ty ,  you
formators who are here:  to set  an example of  consistency to the youngest.  Do we want
consistent young people? Are we consistent? On the contrary,  the Lord wi l l  say to us what
he said to the People of  God about the Phar isees: “Do what they say but not what they
do!” .  Consistence and authent ic i ty!

However,  you too, in turn,  seek to fo l low this road. I  a lways say what St Francis of  Assis i
stated: Chr ist  has sent us to proclaim the Gospel  wi th words too. The sentence goes l ike
this:  “Always proclaim the Gospel .  And i f  necessary,  wi th words”.  What does this mean?
Proclaiming the Gospel  wi th an authent ic l i fe,  wi th a consistent l i fe.  But in th is wor ld to
which wealth does so much damage i t  is  necessary that  we pr iests,  that  we sisters,  that  a l l
of  us be consistent wi th our poverty!  But when you f ind that money is the pr incipal  concern
of an educat ional ,  parochial  or  indeed any other inst i tut ion,  th is is not good. I t  is  not  good!
I t  is  an inconsistency! We must be consistent and authent ic.  On this route,  let  us do what
St Francis says:  preach the Gospel  wi th our example and then with words!  However,  i t  is
in our l i fe that  others must f i rst  be able to read the Gospel !  Here too, wi thout fear,  wi th our
shortcomings which we try to correct ,  wi th our l imi tat ions which the Lord knows, but also
with our generosi ty in let t ing him act  through us.  Faul ts,  l imi tat ions and — I  add a l i t t le
more — with s ins. . . .  I  would l ike to know something. Here,  in th is hal l ,  is  there anyone who
is not a s inner,  who has not s inned? Put up your hand! Put up your hands! No one? No one.
From here to the back.. .  everyone! Yet how do I  carry my sin,  my sins? I  want to recommend
this to you: be honest wi th your confessor.  Always. Confess everything, do not be afraid.
“Father,  I  have sinned!” .  Think of  the Samari tan woman who, to test  h im, in order to te l l  her
fel low ci t izens that she had found the Messiah, said to him: “you have told me al l  that  I  have
ever done”,  and everyone knew about th is woman’s l i fe.  Always tel l  your confessor the
truth.  This t ransparency wi l l  do us good, because i t  makes us humble,  a l l  of  us.  “But father,
I  have got stuck in th is,  I  have done this,  I  have hated”. . .  whatever i t  may be. Tel l  the t ruth,
wi thout hiding anything, wi thout mincing your words,  because you are ta lk ing to Jesus in
the person of  the confessor.  And Jesus knows the truth He alone always forgives you! But
al l  the Lord wants is for  you to te l l  h im what he already knows. Transparency! I t  is  sad when
one f inds a seminar ian or s ister who in order to be r id of  the stain confesses today with th is
one; tomorrow he or she goes to another,  to another and to yet  another:  a peregr inat io to
confessors in order to hide the t ruth f rom them. Transparency! I t  is  Jesus who is l is tening
to you. Always have this t ransparency before Jesus in the confessor!  However,  th is is a
grace. Father I  have sinned, I  have done this,  and this,  and this. . . .  wi th al l  the words. And
the Lord embraces you, he kisses you! Go, s in no more! And i f  you come back? Once again.
I  say th is f rom exper ience. I  have encountered many consecrated people who fal l  into th is
hypocr i t ical  t rap of  lacking transparency. “ I  have done this” ,  humbly.  L ike the publ ican at
the back of  the Temple:  “ I  have done this,  I  have done that. . . ” .  And the Lord shuts your
mouth:  i t  is  he who cuts you short !  But don’ t  you do i t !  Do you understand? From one’s
own sin grace overf lows! Open the door to grace with th is t ransparency!

The saints and teachers of  spir i tual  l i fe te l l  us that  to help us develop our l i fe in
authent ic i ty,  the dai ly pract ice of  the examinat ion of  conscience is very useful ;  indeed, i t
is  indispensable.  What is happening in my soul? Hence be open, wi th the Lord and then
with the confessor,  wi th the spir i tual  d i rector.  This is so important!

How much more t ime do we have Archbishop Fis ichel la?
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[Archbishop Fis ichel la:  i f  you cont inue talk ing l ike th is,  we shal l  certainly be here unt i l
tomorrow].

He says unt i l  tomorrow.. . .  I f  i t  is  to be unt i l  tomorrow, let  them br ing each one of  you a
sandwich and a Coca Cola,  at  least ! . . .

Consistence is fundamental  i f  our wi tnessing is to be credible.  However i t  is  not  enough,
we also need educat ion,  I  under l ine cul tural  t ra in ing, in order to account for  fa i th and hope.
The context  in which we l ive cont inual ly asks us to “account”  in th is way, and i t  is  a good
thing, because i t  helps us to take nothing for granted. Today we cannot take anything
for granted! This c iv i l izat ion,  th is cul ture. . .  we cannot.  But i t  is  certainly also demanding,
i t  requires a good, balanced format ion which combines al l  the dimensions of  l i fe,  the
human, the spir i tual ,  the intel lectual  d imension with the pastoral .  In your format ion there
are the four fundamental  p i l lars:  spir i tual  format ion,  that  is ,  the spir i tual  l i fe;  intel lectual
l i fe,  th is means studying “ in order to account for” ;  apostol ic l i fe,  beginning to go out to
proclaim the Gospel ;  and fourthly,  community l i fe.  Four.  And for the lat ter ,  format ion must
be undertaken in community,  in the novi t iate,  in the pr iory,  in seminar ies. . . .  I  a lways think
of th is:  the worst  seminary is better than no seminary!  Why? Because this community l i fe
is essent ia l .  Remember the four pi l lars:  spir i tual  l i fe,  intel lectual  l i fe,  apostol ic l i fe and
community l i fe.  These four.  You must bui ld your vocat ion on these four elements.

And here I  would l ike to stress the importance, in th is community l i fe,  of  re lat ions of
f r iendship and brotherhood that are an integral  part  of  th is format ion.  Here we come across
another problem. Why do I  say th is:  re lat ions of  f r iendship and brotherhood? So of ten I
have found communit ies,  seminar ians,  re l ig ious or diocesan communit ies where the most
common remarks are gossip!  I t  is  terr ib le!  They “ f lay each other al ive”.  And this is our
cler ical  or  re l ig ious wor ld. . . .  Excuse me, but i t  is  common: jealousy, envy, cr i t ic ism of
others.  Not only speaking badly of  our super iors,  that ’s a c lassic!  But I  want to te l l  you that
this is so common, so very common. I  too have fal len into th is.  I  have of ten done i t ,  of ten!
And I  am ashamed of  mysel f !  I  am ashamed of  th is.  I t  is  not  good to do this:  to go and
gossip:  “Have you heard. . .  have you heard?.. . ” .  That community is hel l .  This is not good for
us.  For th is reason relat ionships of  f r iendship and brotherhood are important.  Fr iends are
few. The Bible says th is:  f r iends, one or two.. . .  But brotherhood with everyone. I f  I  have
some problem with a s ister or brother,  I  say so to his or her face or I  say i t  to someone
who can help,  but  I  do not te l l  others in order to “blacken” their  name. And gossip is
terr ib le!  Under ly ing gossip is envy, jealousy and ambit ion.  Think about th is.  I  once heard of
a person who af ter  the spir i tual  exercises — a consecrated person, a s ister. . . .  This is good!
This s ister had promised the Lord never to speak badly of  another.  This is a beaut i fu l ,
beaut i fu l  way to hol iness!  Never to speak badly of  others.  “But father,  there are problems”.
Tel l  the super ior ,  te l l  the Bishop who can remedy them. Do not te l l  a person who cannot
help.  This is important:  brotherhood! But te l l  me, would you speak badly of  your mother,
your father,  your s ib l ings? Never.  And why do you do so in the consecrated l i fe,  at  the
seminary,  in your pr iest ly l i fe? Only th is:  th ink,  th ink. . . .  Brotherhood! This brother ly love.

However,  in th is aspect of  f r iendship and brotherhood there are two extremes: isolat ion as
much as dissipat ion.  Fr iendship is f raterni ty that  helps me not to fa l l  into ei ther isolat ion or
dissipat ion.  Cul t ivate f r iendships,  they are a precious good; however they must not teach
you to c lose yourselves in but to go out of  yourselves.  A pr iest  or  a man or woman rel ig ious
rel ig ious can never be an is land, but must be a person who is always ready to meet others.
Fr iendships moreover are enr iched by the di f ferent char isms of  your rel ig ious fami l ies.  This
is a great weal th.  Let  us th ink of  the beaut i fu l  f r iendships of  many of  the saints.

I  bel ieve I  must cut  th is a l i t t le short ,   because  your  pat ience  is never-ending!

[Seminar ians:  “No no no!” ] .

I  would l ike to te l l  you: come out of  yourselves to proclaim the Gospel ,  but  to do this you
must come out of  yourselves to encounter Jesus. There are two ways out:  one towards
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the encounter wi th Jesus, towards transcendence; the other towards others in order to
proclaim Jesus. These two go hand in hand. I f  you only take one of  them, that  is no good! I
am thinking of  Mother Teresa of  Calcut ta.  She was a fantast ic s ister. . . .  She was not afraid
of anything. She went about on the roads.. . .  This woman was not even afraid of  kneel ing
for two hours before the Lord.  Do not fear to step out of  yourselves in prayer or in pastoral
act ion.  Be brave, in order to pray and in order to go and proclaim the Gospel .

I  would l ike a more missionary Church, one that is not so staid.  This beaut i fu l  Church that
makes progress.  In these days a large number of  missionar ies,  men and women, have come
to the morning Mass here at  Santa Marta,  and when they greet me they say to me: “But I
am an elder ly s ister;  and I  have spent 40 years in Chad, I  have been here and there. . . ” .
How lovely!  But you have real ized that th is s ister was able to spend these years in th is way
because she never neglected to encounter Jesus in prayer.  Going out of  ourselves,  towards
transcendence, to Jesus in prayer,  towards transcendence, to others in the apostolate and
in work.  Make your contr ibut ion to a Church l ike th is:  fa i thful  to the path that  Jesus wants.
Do not learn f rom us, f rom us who are no longer very young; do not learn f rom us the sport
to which we old men so of ten have recourse: the sport  of  complaining! Do not learn f rom us
the cul t  of  the “goddess lamentat ion”.  She is a goddess that. . . .  is  a lways complaining.. . .
But be posi t ive,  cul t ivate your spir i tual  l i fe and, at  the same t ime, go out,  be capable of
meet ing people,  especial ly those most despised and underpr iv i leged. Do not be afraid of
going out and swimming against  the t ide.  Be both contemplat ives and missionar ies.  Always
keep Our Lady with you and please pray the Rosary. . . .  Do not neglect  i t !  Always keep Our
Lady with you at  home, as did the Apost le John. May she always accompany you and keep
you. And also pray for  me, because I  too need prayers,  because I  am a poor s inner,  but
let  us go ahead.

Thank you very much and we shal l  meet again tomorrow. And on we go, wi th joy,  wi th
consistence, always with the courage to te l l  the t ruth,  the courage to step out of  ourselves
to meet Jesus in prayer and to step out of  ourselves to encounter others and give the
Gospel  to them. With pastoral  f ru i t fu lness! Please do not be “spinsters” and “bachelors”.
Keep forging ahead!

Now, Archbishop Fis ichel la said that  yesterday you reci ted the Creed ,  each one of  you in
your own language. But we are al l  brothers,  we have one and the same Father.  Now, each
one in his own language, let  us reci te the Our Father .  Let  us say the Our Father .

[Recitat ion of  the “Our Father” ] .

And we also have a Mother.  Let  us now say the Hai l  Mary in our own language.

[Recitat ion of  the “Hai l  Mary” ] .

 

Marian Procession in the Vat ican Gardens

 

SUNDAY, JULY 7

Concluding Mass for the Vocat ional  Pi lgr image presided by the Holy Father
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HOMILY OF POPE FRANCIS

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Yesterday I  had the pleasure of  meet ing you, and today our joy is even greater,  because we
have gathered for the Euchar ist  on the Lord’s Day. You are seminar ians,  novices,  young
people on a vocat ional  journey, f rom every part  of  the wor ld.  You represent the Church’s
youth!  I f  the Church is the Br ide of  Chr ist ,  you in a certain sense represent the moment of
betrothal ,  the Spr ing of  vocat ion,  the season of  d iscovery,  assessment,  format ion.  And i t  is
a very beaut i fu l  season, in which foundat ions are la id for  the future.  Thank you for coming!

Today the word of  God speaks to us of  mission. Where does mission or ig inate? The answer
is s imple:  i t  or ig inates f rom a cal l ,  the Lord’s cal l ,  and when he cal ls people,  he does so
with a v iew to sending them out.  How is the one sent out meant to l ive? What are the
reference points of  Chr ist ian mission? The readings we have heard suggest three: the joy
of consolat ion,  the Cross and prayer.

1.  The f i rst  e lement:  the joy of  consolat ion .  The prophet Isaiah is addressing a people
that has been through a dark per iod of  exi le,  a very di f f icul t  t r ia l .  But now the t ime of
consolat ion has come for Jerusalem; sadness and fear must give way to joy:  “Rejoice . . .
be glad . . .  re jo ice wi th her in joy,”  says the prophet (66:10).  I t  is  a great invi tat ion to joy.
Why? What is the reason for th is invi tat ion to joy? Because the Lord is going to pour out
over the Holy Ci ty and i ts inhabi tants a “cascade” of  consolat ion,  a ver i table overf low of
consolat ion – such that i t  wi l l  be overcome – a cascade of  maternal  tenderness: “You shal l
be carr ied upon her hip and dandled upon her knees” (vv.  12).  As when a mother takes her
chi ld upon her knee and caresses him or her:  so the Lord wi l l  do and does with us.  This
is the cascade of  tenderness which gives us much consolat ion.  “As one whom his mother
comforts,  so I  wi l l  comfort  you” (v.  13).  Every Chr ist ian,  and especial ly you and I ,  is  cal led
to be a bearer of  th is message of  hope that gives sereni ty and joy:  God’s consolat ion,  h is
tenderness towards al l .  But i f  we f i rst  exper ience the joy of  being consoled by him, of  being
loved by him, then we can br ing that joy to others.  This is important i f  our mission is to
be frui t fu l :  to feel  God’s consolat ion and to pass i t  on to others!  I  have occasional ly met
consecrated persons who are afraid of  the consolat ions of  God, and … the poor th ings,
they were tormented, because they are of  th is div ine tenderness. But be not afraid.  Do
not be afraid,  because the Lord is the Lord of  consolat ion,  he is the Lord of  tenderness.
The Lord is a Father and he says that he wi l l  be for  us l ike a mother wi th her baby, wi th
a mother ’s tenderness. Do not be afraid of  the consolat ions of  the Lord.  Isaiah’s invi tat ion
must resound in our hearts:  “Comfort ,  comfort  my people” (40:1) and this must lead to
mission. We must f ind the Lord who consoles us and go to console the people of  God. This
is the mission. People today certainly need words, but most of  a l l  they need us to bear
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wi tness to the mercy and tenderness of  the Lord,  which warms the heart ,  rekindles hope,
and at t racts people towards the good. What a joy i t  is  to br ing God’s consolat ion to others!

2.  The second reference point  of  mission is the Cross of  Chr ist .  Saint  Paul ,  wr i t ing
to the Galat ians,  says:  “Far be i t  f rom me to glory except in the Cross of  our Lord
Jesus Christ”  (6:14).  And he speaks of  the “marks of  Jesus”,  that  is ,  the wounds of  the
cruci f ied Lord,  as a countersign, as the dist inct ive mark of  h is l i fe as an Apost le of  the
Gospel .  In his ministry Paul  exper ienced suffer ing,  weakness and defeat,  but  a lso joy and
consolat ion.  This is the Paschal  mystery of  Jesus: the mystery of  death and resurrect ion.
And i t  was precisely by let t ing himsel f  be conformed to the death of  Jesus that Saint
Paul  became a sharer in his resurrect ion,  in his v ictory.  In the hour of  darkness, in
the hour of  t r ia l ,  the dawn of  l ight  and salvat ion is already present and operat ive.  The
Paschal  mystery is the beat ing heart  of  the Church’s mission! And i f  we remain wi th in
this mystery,  we are shel tered both f rom a worldly and tr iumphal ist ic v iew of  mission and
from the discouragement that  can resul t  f rom tr ia ls and fai lures.  Pastoral  f ru i t fu lness,
the f ru i t fu lness of  the Gospel  proclamat ion is measured nei ther by success nor by fa i lure
according to the cr i ter ia of  human evaluat ion,  but by becoming conformed to the logic of
the Cross of  Jesus, which is the logic of  stepping outside onesel f  and spending onesel f ,
the logic of  love. I t  is  the Cross – always the Cross that is present wi th Chr ist ,  because
at t imes we are of fered the Cross without Chr ist :  th is has not purpose! – i t  is  the Cross,
and always the Cross with Chr ist ,  which guarantees the frui t fu lness of  our mission. And
i t  is  f rom the Cross, the supreme act of  mercy and love, that  we are reborn as a “new
creat ion” (Gal 6:15).

3.  Final ly the th i rd element:  prayer.  In the Gospel  we heard:  “Pray therefore the Lord of  the
harvest,  to send out labourers into his harvest”  (Lk 10:2).  The labourers for  the harvest are
not chosen through advert is ing campaigns or appeals of  service and generosi ty,  but  they
are “chosen” and “sent”  by God. I t  is  he who chooses, i t  is  he who sends, i t  is  Lord who
sends, i t  is  he who gives the mission. For th is,  prayer is important.  The Church, as Benedict
XVI has of ten rei terated, is not ours,  but  God’s;  and how many t imes do we, consecrated
men and women, th ink that  the Church is ours!  We make of  i t… something that we invent
in our minds. But i t  is  not  ours! ,  i t  is  God’s.  The f ie ld to be cul t ivated is his.  The mission
is grace. And i f  the Apost le is born of  prayer,  he f inds in prayer the l ight  and strength of
his act ion.  Our mission ceases to bear f ru i t ,  indeed, i t  is  ext inguished the moment the l ink
with i ts source, wi th the Lord,  is  interrupted.

Dear seminar ians,  dear novices,  dear young people discerning your vocat ions.  One of
you, one of  your formators,  said to me the other days, “evangel iser,  on le fa i t  à genoux”
“evangel izat ion is done on one’s knees”.  L isten wel l :  “evangel izat ion is done on one’s
knees”.  Without a constant relat ionship wi th God, the mission becomes a job.  But for  what
do you work? As a ta i lor ,  a cook a pr iest ,  is  your job being a pr iest ,  being a s ister? No. I t  is
not a job,  but rather something else.  The r isk of  act iv ism, of  re ly ing too much on structures,
is an ever-present danger.  I f  we look towards Jesus, we see that pr ior  to any important
decis ion or event he recol lected himsel f  in intense and prolonged prayer.  Let  us cul t ivate
the contemplat ive dimension, even amid the whir lwind of  more urgent and heavy dut ies.
And the more the mission cal ls you to go out to the margins of  existence, let  your heart  be
the more closely uni ted to Chr ist ’s heart ,  fu l l  of  mercy and love. Herein l ies the secret  of
pastoral  f ru i t fu lness, of  the f ru i t fu lness of  a disciple of  the Lord!

Jesus sends his fo l lowers out wi th no “purse, no bag, no sandals”  (Lk 10:4).  The spread
of the Gospel  is  not guaranteed ei ther by the number of  persons, or by the prest ige of  the
inst i tut ion,  or  by the quant i ty of  avai lable resources. What counts is to be permeated by
the love of  Chr ist ,  to let  onesel f  be led by the Holy Spir i t  and to graf t  one’s own l i fe onto
the tree of  l i fe,  which is the Lord’s Cross.

Dear f r iends, wi th great conf idence I  entrust  you to the intercession of  Mary Most Holy.
She is the Mother who helps us to take l i fe decis ions f reely and without fear.  May she help
you to bear wi tness to the joy of  God’s consolat ion,  wi thout being afraid of  joy,  she wi l l
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help you to conform yourselves to the logic of  love of  the Cross, to grow in ever deeper
union with the Lord in prayer.  Then your l ives wi l l  be r ich and frui t fu l !  Amen.


