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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

1.     What can I  f ind on this site?

This s i te provides informat ion and mater ia l  which relates to the Year of  Fai th announced
by Pope Benedict  XVI for  the universal  Church. Speci f ical ly,  the s i te contains:

a. Informat ion about the in i t iat ives promoted by the Holy See for the Year of  Fai th and
related documentat ion

b. Reading mater ia l

c. News about the Year of  Fai th act iv i t ies which are being prepared and taking place
al l  over the wor ld,  based on reports that  the var ious ecclesial  groups have sent to the
Organizat ion Secretar iat .

2.      Why a Year of Faith?

Pope Benedict  XVI has cal led for  th is special  year as an invi tat ion to a “an authent ic
and renewed conversion to the Lord,  the one Saviour of  the wor ld” (Apostol ic Letter,
Porta Fidei ,  6) .  He hopes i t  wi l l  inspire in al l  bel ievers,  “ the aspirat ion to profess the
fai th in fu l lness and with renewed convict ion,  wi th conf idence and hope. I t  wi l l  a lso be a
good opportuni ty to intensi fy the celebrat ion of the fa i th in the l i turgy,  especial ly in the
Euchar ist ,  which is ‘ the summit  towards which the act iv i ty of  the Church is directed.. .  and
also the source from which al l  of  i ts  power f lows’  (Sacrosanctum Conci l ium, 10).  At  the
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same t ime, we make i t  our prayer that  bel ievers’  witness of  l i fe may grow in credibi l i ty .
To rediscover the content of  the fa i th that  is  professed, celebrated, l ived and prayed, (cf .
Const i tuzione Apostol ica,  Fidei  Deposi tum ,  116) and to ref lect  on the act  of  fa i th,  is  a task
that every bel iever must make his own, especial ly in the course of  th is Year”  (Porta f idei ,
9).

Al though there wi l l  be many publ ic celebrat ions and common confessions of  fa i th,  the
speci f ic  a im of  th is year is that  every Chr ist ian may rediscover “ the journey of  fa i th so
as to shed ever c learer l ight  on the joy and renewed enthusiasm of the encounter wi th
Christ”  (Apostol ic Letter,  Porta Fidei ,  2) .

The Pope has clar i f ied the meaning and purpose of  the Year of  Fai th in the Apostol ic Letter,
Porta Fidei ,  publ ished on October 11, 2011.

3.      When does the Year of the faith begin (and end)?

The Year of  Fai th begins on October 11, 2012 and wi l l  end on November 24, 2013, the
Solemnity of  Chr ist  the King. The Pope has chosen October 11, 2012 as the opening
date because on this day two important anniversar ies occur:  the 50th anniversary of  the
opening of  The Second Vat ican Counci l  and the 20th anniversary of  the promulgat ion of
the Catechism of the Cathol ic Church .

4.      Who organizes the Year of Faith?

As stated in the Pastoral  Recommendat ions for the Year of  Fai th,  publ ished by the
Congregat ion for  the Doctr ine of  the Fai th,  the year wi l l  be l ived at  both the level  of  the
universal  Church and the level  of  indiv idual  d ioceses and par ishes. To coordinate the
ini t iat ives that are relevant to the universal  Church and to give not ice of  the act iv i t ies
taking place al l  over the wor ld,  an Organizat ional  Secretar iat  has been establ ished under
the Pontif ical  Council  for the Promotion of the New Evangelization .

5.      How can I  participate in l i turgies and celebrations with the Pope?

To at tend Mass and other events that  take place in Vat ican City (St.  Peter 's Square,
Basi l ica and Paul  VI Hal l )  you wi l l  be able to f ind al l  of  the necessary informat ion on the
websi te of  the Prefecture of  the Papal  Household.

6.      How do I  report the activit ies that are taking place in my diocese?

You can report  events that  are planned in your diocese by complet ing the form. The
ini t iat ives reported are being evaluated and those deemed of  greatest  interest  wi l l  appear
on the websi te.

Please use the form to suggest events
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7.      How can I  contact the Secretariat for the Year of Faith?

Please use the form in the 'contacts'  section

8.  I  cannot f ind the information I  am looking for

I f  you cannot f ind what you are looking for,  most l ikely th is is not the r ight  s i te,  but  maybe
we can help.  Vis i t  the fo l lowing l inks:

·  Inst i tut ional  informat ion and documents f rom the Vat ican: www.vat ican.va

· News about the Pope and the Holy See: www.news.va, L'Osservatore Romano

·  Accredi tat ion ( for  press and photographers/v ideographers):  Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  Social
Communicat ions

·  Part ic ipat ing in the celebrat ions in the Vat ican: Prefecture of  the Papal  Household


