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MOTTO AND COAT OF ARMS
Miserando atque el igendo

 (Vat ican Radio) Pope Francis has chosen the motto "Miserando atque el igendo",  meaning
lowly but chosen; l i teral ly in Lat in 'by having mercy,  by choosing him'.

The motto is one the Pope had already chosen as Bishop. I t  is  taken from the homil ies of
the Venerable Bede on Saint  Matthew's Gospel  re lat ing to his vocat ion:"Jesus saw the tax
col lector and by having mercy chose him as an Apost le saying to him :  Fol low me."

This homily,  which focuses on div ine mercy and is reproduced in the Li turgy of  the Hours
on the Feast of  Saint  Matthew, has taken on special  s igni f icance in the Pope's l i fe and
spir i tual  journey.

In fact  i t  was on the Feast of  Saint  Matthew in 1953 that a young seventeen year-old Jorge
Bergogl io was touched by the mercy of  God and fel t  the cal l  to rel ig ious l i fe in the footsteps
of Saint  Ignat ius of  Loyola.

Beyond the motto,  the coat of  arms has a blue f ie ld and is surmounted by the mitre and
the papal  keys.  On the crest  i tsel f  at  the centre is the symbol of  the Jesui ts,  a f laming sun
with the three let ters recal l ing the name and the salv i f ic  mission of  Jesus. Underneath we
have two more symbols:  to the r ight  the star represent ing Mary and to the lef t  the nard
f lower represent ing Joseph.


