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With his Apostolic Letter Porta f idei of  11 October 2011, Benedict  XVI declared a Year
of Fai th .  I t  wi l l  begin on 11 October 2012, 50th anniversary of  the opening of  Vat ican
Counci l  I I ,  and wi l l  conclude on 24 November 2013, Solemnity of  Our Lord Jesus Christ
Universal  King. The Holy Father 's aim in promulgat ing th is Year is  to focus the at tent ion
of the Church on the theme which, s ince the beginning of  h is Pont i f icate,  has been closest
to his heart :  the encounter wi th Jesus Christ  and the beauty of  having fai th in Him. The
Church is wel l  aware of  the problems facing the fai th and feels impel led by the quest ion
Jesus Himself  ra ised: «When the Son of  Man comes, wi l l  he f ind fa i th on earth?» (Lk 18:
8).  Therefore,  « i f  fa i th does not take on new l i fe,  deep convict ion and real  strength f rom
the encounter wi th Jesus Christ ,  then al l  other reforms wi l l  remain inef fect ive» (Christmas
address to the Roman Curia ,  22 December 2011).

By order of  Benedict  XVI,  la Congregat ion for  the Doctr ine of  the Fai th has prepared a
Note with pastoral recommendations for the Year of Faith .  The Note was wri t ten in
consul tat ion wi th other Dicaster ies of  the Holy See and with the help of  the Committee
for the Preparation of the Year of Faith .  That Committee ,  by pont i f ical  mandate,  is  under
the auspices of  the Congregat ion for  the Doctr ine of  the Fai th and includes among i ts
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members:  Cardinals Wi l l iam Levada, Francis Ar inze, Angelo Bagnasco, Ivan Dias,  Francis
E. George, Zenon Grocholewski ,  Marc Ouel let ,  Mauro Piacenza, Jean-Pierre Ricard,
Stanis#aw Ry#ko and Christoph Schönborn; Archbishops Salvatore Fis ichel la and Luis
F. Ladar ia;  and Bishops Mario del  Val le Moronta Rodríguez, Gerhard Ludwig Mül ler  and
Raffael lo Mart inel l i .

The Note is  dated 6 January 2012, Solemnity of  the Lord's Epiphany, and wi l l  be publ ished
the fol lowing day 7 January.  I t  contains an introduct ion fo l lowed by a number of  pastoral
recommendat ions.  The Introduction explains that  «the Year of  Fai th is  intended to
contr ibute to a renewed conversion to the Lord Jesus and to the rediscovery of  fa i th,  so
that the members of  the Church wi l l  be credible and joy-f i l led wi tnesses to the Risen Lord,
capable of  leading those many people who are seeking i t  to the door of  fa i th» .

«The beginning of the Year of Faith coincides with the anniversar ies of  two great events
which have marked the l i fe of  the Church in our days: the f i f t ieth anniversary of  the opening
of the Second Vat ican Counci l ,  cal led by Blessed Pope John XXII I  (11 October 1962),  and
the twent ieth of  the promulgat ion of  the Catechism of the Cathol ic Church, given to the
Church by Blessed Pope John Paul  I I  (11 October 1992)».

Vatican Council  I I ,  «beginning with the l ight  of  Chr ist ,  . . .  wanted to elaborate on the
int imate nature of  the Church and i ts relat ionship wi th the contemporary wor ld». «After the
Counci l  the Church – under the sure guidance of  the Magister ium and in cont inui ty wi th
the whole Tradi t ion – set  about ensur ing the recept ion and appl icat ion of  the teaching of
the Counci l  in al l  i ts  r ichness».

«To assist  in the correct  recept ion of  the Counci l ,  the Popes have frequent ly convoked the
Synod of  Bishops, . . .  providing the Church with c lear guidance through the var ious post-
Synodal  Apostol ic Exhortat ions.  The next General  Assembly of  the Synod of  Bishops, to be
held in October 2012, wi l l  have as i ts theme: The New Evangel isat ion for  the Transmission
of the Chr ist ian Fai th».

«From the beginning of  h is pont i f icate,  Pope Benedict  XVI has worked decis ively for  a
correct  understanding of  the Counci l ,  re ject ing as erroneous the so-cal led "hermeneut ic of
discont inui ty and rupture" and promot ing what he himsel f  has termed "the 'hermeneut ic of
reform',  of  renewal in cont inui ty"».

The Catechism of the Catholic Church ,  being an «authent ic f ru i t  of  Vat ican Counci l
I I» (Apostol ic Letter Porta f idei ,  no.  4) ,  is  an integral  part  of  that  "renewal in cont inui ty" .
I t  includes «what is new and what is old» (Mt 13:  52).  On the one hand, i t  embraces the
old and tradi t ional  order of  the catechesis,  being div ided into four parts:  the Creed ,  the
l i turgy ,  Christ ian l i fe and prayer ;  but  at  the same t ime i t  expresses this in a new way, in
order to respond to the quest ions of  our own t imes.

The Year of  Fai th wi l l  be a propi t ious occasion to make Vat ican Counci l  I I  and the
Catechism of the Cathol ic Church more widely and deeply known.

The pastoral recommendations contained in the Note a im «to aid both the encounter
with Chr ist  through authent ic wi tnesses to fa i th,  and the ever-greater understanding of
i ts contents». Through these pastoral  recommendat ions -  which do not intend to preclude
«other in i t iat ives which the Holy Spir i t  wi l l  inspire among Pastors and fai thful  in var ious
parts of  the wor ld» -  the Congregat ion for  the Doctr ine of  the Fai th is seeking to of fer
i ts help,  because i ts speci f ic  funct ions include not only safeguarding sound doctr ine and
correct ing errors but also,  and foremost,  promot ing the t ruth of  the fa i th (cf .  Apostol ic
Const i tut ion Pastor Bonus ,  nos.  48-51).
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The Note groups i ts suggestions onto four levels :  1)  Universal  Church ,  2)  Episcopal
Conferences ,  3)  Dioceses and 4) Parishes, Communit ies,  Associat ions,  Movements .  Some
of the specif ic suggestions i t  makes are given below.

For example,  a long with the solemn opening celebrat ion for  the Year of  Fai th and other
events in which the Holy Father wi l l  part ic ipate (Assembly of  the Synod of  Bishops, WYD
2013),  var ious ecumenical  in i t iat ives are being planned «aimed at  " the restorat ion of  uni ty
among al l  Chr ist ians"».  Moreover «there wi l l  be a solemn ecumenical  celebrat ion in which
al l  of  the bapt ised wi l l  reaf f i rm their  fa i th in Chr ist».

On the level  of  Episcopal  Conferences, at tent ion wi l l  be given to the qual i ty of
catechesis,  and ef for ts wi l l  be made to examine «local  catechisms and var ious catechet ical
supplements in use in the part icular Churches … to ensure their  complete conformity wi th
the Catechism of the Cathol ic Church». I t  is  a lso hoped that use wi l l  be made of  the
language of  the mass media and art ,  wi th «televis ion and radio t ransmissions, f i lms and
publ icat ions focusing on the fai th,  i ts  pr inciples and content,  as wel l  as on the ecclesial
s igni f icance of  Vat ican Counci l  I I».

At the diocesan level ,  the Year of  Fai th is  considered, among other th ings, as an
occasion for «renewed creat ive dialogue between fai th and reason in the academic and
art ist ic communit ies,  through symposia,  meet ings and days of  study, especial ly at  Cathol ic
universi t ies», and as a favourable t ime for «peni tent ia l  celebrat ions … in which al l  can ask
for God's forgiveness, especial ly for  s ins against  fa i th».

At the par ish level  the focus remains on the celebrat ion of the fa i th in the l i turgy,  especial ly
in the Euchar ist ,  because «in the Euchar ist ,  mystery of  fa i th and source of  the new
evangel isat ion,  the fa i th of  the Church is proclaimed, celebrated and strengthened». I t
is  on th is foundat ion that other in i t iat ives wi l l  come into being, develop and spread,
part icular ly those undertaken by Inst i tutes,  new Communit ies and Ecclesial  Movements.

«A Secretariat to coordinate al l  of  the di f ferent in i t iat ives promoted by var ious Dicaster ies
of the Holy See, or other events relevant to the Universal  Church, wi l l  be establ ished within
the Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  the Promot ion of  the New Evangel isat ion». The Secretar iat «can
also suggest appropr iate in i t iat ives» for the Year of  Fai th ,  and «wi l l  open a dedicated
websi te wi th the goal  of  making avai lable useful  informat ion» on the subject .

The recommendat ions contained in the Note inv i te al l  members of  the Church to work to
ensure that,  dur ing the Year of  Fai th ,  we may rediscover and «share that which is most
dear to us: Christ Jesus ,  the Redeemer of  mankind, Universal  King, " leader and perfecter
of  fa i th" (Hb 12:  2)».


