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PETER'S JOURNEY
2013-02-06 L’Osservatore Romano

The Secretary of  State inaugurates the exhibi t ion at  Castel  Sant 'Angelo

Cardinal  Tarcis io Bertone, Secretary of  State,  inaugurated the exhibi t ion ent i t led “Peter 's
journey” at  Castel  Sant 'Angelo on Wednesday, 6 February.  I t  has been organized dur ing
the Year of  Fai th to commemorate the Second Vat ican Counci l  which opened 50 years ago,
and the publ icat ion of  the Catechism of the Cathol ic Church 20 years ago.

“When i t  is  a quest ion of  communicat ing the lof t iest  t ruths,  i t  is  necessary that  they make
a mark,  wi th the best possible repertoire of  means, mater ia ls,  gestures and words that
we have at  our disposal .  The Church has always encouraged love for art ” ,  the Cardinal
stressed, point ing out several  c lues for interpret ing the exhibi t ion and reaff i rming that “ the
human and spir i tual  adventure of  Simon Peter reminds us that fa i th is not the resul t  of  a
rat ional  process, nor merely some her i tage that has been passed down to us,  even though
i t  was won with blood. Fai th is a gi f t  of  God which, i f  i t  is  l ived to the fu l l ,  does not leave
man at  the mercy of  mediocr i ty” .

I f  i t  is  t rue that the Apost le Peter 's history reminds us al l  how necessary the dar ing of  fa i th
and hope actual ly is,  we cannot forget,  the Secretary of  State added, that  “Chr ist ian fa i th
is not a cold and arrogant possession of  t ruths to be grasped. Rather,  i t  is  being won over
by the revelat ion that God is the love on which we may depend, in spi te of  such reasons
as ef for t ,  anxiety and concern which can sometimes overwhelm us”.

Concluding his speech at  the opening of  the exhibi t ion,  the Cardinal  addressed the non-
bel ievers,  in the certainty that  “Chr ist iani ty wi l l  a lways be a tenacious and rel iable al ly
in the dai ly ef for t  to bui ld a heal thy society” .  Further,  he l ikewise pointed out that  a l l  the
democracies of  the wor ld know that “no society can be governed without a strong al l iance
between i ts members,  consist ing of  mutual  t rust ,  of  bonds, of  the commitment to just ice
and of  responsibi l i ty ,  which develop when people share the values that are based on the
claims of  reason”.
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