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Why the Year of  Fai th? The quest ion is not rhetor ical  and deserves an answer,  especial ly in
the face of  the great expectat ion which is being recorded in the Church for such an event.

Benedict  XVI gave a f i rst  mot ivat ion when he announced the indict ion:  “The mission of  the
Church, l ike that  of  Chr ist ,  is  essent ia l ly  to speak of  God, to remember his sovereignty,
to remind al l ,  especial ly Chr ist ians who have lost  their  own ident i ty,  of  the r ight  of  God
to what belongs to him, that  is ,  our l i fe.  Precisely in order to give a f resh impetus to the
mission of  the whole Church to lead human beings out of  the wi lderness in which they of ten
f ind themselves to the place of  l i fe,  f r iendship wi th Chr ist  that  g ives us l i fe in fu l lness”.

This is the main purpose, so as not to forget what character izes our l i fe:  bel ief .  To exi t
f rom the desert ,  br inging the si lence of  those who have not to say we receive the joy of
fa i th thus speaking about i t  in a renewed way.

This year therefore is aimed pr imari ly at  the whole Church so that in the face of  the
dramat ic cr is is of  fa i th which touches many Christ ians,  she wi l l  be able to show once again
and with renewed enthusiasm the true face of  Chr ist  which cal ls her sequela.

I t  is  a year for  a l l  of  us because through the perpetual  journey of  fa i th we feel  the need
to reinvigorate our steps, which become at t imes t i red and slow, and to give the most
assert ive wi tness. Those who understand their  weakness that of ten take the shape of
indi f ference and of  agnost ic ism in order to f ind the lost  meaning and to understand the
value of  belonging to a community,  t rue ant idote of  the bareness of  the indiv idual ism of
our t ime cannot be excluded.

In “Porta Fidei” ,  however Benedict  XVI wr i te that  th is “door of  fa i th is always open”.  This
means that no one can feel  excluded from wondering about the meaning of  l i fe and about
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  important quest ions that str ike us due to the persistence of  a complex cr is is which
increases the quest ioning and which ecl ipses hope.

Asking the quest ion of  fa i th does not mean withdrawing onesel f  f rom the world,  rather i t
means being conscious of  the responsibi l i ty  that  one has in regards to humanity at  th is
histor ical  juncture.

A year when prayer and ref lect ion may be easier to combine with the intel l igence of  fa i th,
which must be urgent and necessary for  a l l .  We cannot al low for bel ievers to rush in var ious
f ie lds of  science in order to make their  work more professional ,  thus f inding themselves
with a weak and insuff ic ient  knowledge of  the fa i th.  An unforgivable imbalance which does
not permit  our personal  ident i ty to grow and which prevents us f rom giv ing accountabi l i ty
to the choice made.
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