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YEAR OF FAITH PRESENTATION
21-06-2012

A press conference was held th is morning in the Holy See Press Off ice for  the presentat ion
of the Year of  Fai th which is due to last  f rom 11 October 2012 to 24 November 2013.
The conference was presented by Archbishop Rino Fis ichel la and Msgr.  Graham Bel l ,
respect ively president and under secretary of  the Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  Promot ing New
Evangel isat ion.

Archbishop Fis ichel la also presented the websi te and logo of  the Year of  Fai th,  and
out l ined the calendar of  events due to take place in Rome dur ing that per iod.

" In his Apostol ic Letter 'Porta f idei '  Benedict  XVI speaks . . .  of  the need to rediscover the
journey of  fa i th so as to shed ever c learer l ight  on the joy and renewed enthusiasm of the
encounter wi th Chr ist" ,  the archbishop said.  "For th is reason he cal led the Year of  Fai th,
which wi l l  a lso coincide with two anniversar ies:  the f i f t ieth anniversary of  the beginning
of Vat ican Counci l  I I  and the twent ieth anniversary of  the publ icat ion of  the Catechism of
the Cathol ic Church. . . .  The Year of  Fai th aims, above al l ,  to support  the fa i th of  bel ievers
who, in their  dai ly t r ia ls,  never cease to entrust  to entrust  their  l ives to the Lord Jesus,
with courage and convict ion.  Their  precious test imony, which does not make the news, . . .
is  what enables the Church to present hersel f  to the wor ld today, as she did in the past,
supported by the strength of  the fa i th and the enthusiasm of ordinary people.

"The Year of  Fai th",  Archbishop Fis ichel la added, " fa l ls  into a broader context  which is
character ised by a general ised cr is is that  a lso touches the fai th.  . . .  The cr is is of  fa i th is
a dramat ic expression of  an anthropological  cr is is which has abandoned man to his own
devices.  We must overcome the spir i tual  poverty af fect ing so many of  our contemporar ies
who do no longer perceive the absence of  God from their  l ives as a void that  needs to be
f i l led.  The Year of  Fai th,  then, is an opportuni ty which the Chr ist ian community of fers to
the many people who feel  nostalgia for  God and who desire to rediscover Him".
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The programme of events for  the Year " touches the dai ly l i fe of  a l l  bel ievers and the
ordinary pastoral  care of  the Chr ist ian community,  in order to rediscover that  genuine
missionary spir i t  which we need in order to give l i fe to the new evangel isat ion".  In th is
context ,  the archbishop announced that the Congregat ion for  Div ine Worship and the
Discipl ine of  the Sacraments has approved the formula for  a special  "Mass for New
Evangel isat ion".  This,  he said,  is  a s ign that dur ing the Year of  Fai th "pr ior i ty wi l l  be given
to prayer,  and especial ly to the Euchar ist  as source and summit  of  a l l  Chr ist ian l i fe" .

The president of  the Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  Promot ing New Evangel isat ion then went on
to present the logo of  the Year of  Fai th in which the image of  a ship symbol ises the
Church. The mast of  the vessel  is  a cross wi th fu l l -b lown sai ls which form the monogram
of Chr ist  ( IHS) and in the background is a sun represent ing the Euchar ist .  The websi te
of  the event (www.annusf idei .va) is avai lable in var ious languages and can be consul ted
by smartphone and tablet .  The Year also has an of f ic ia l  hymn ent i t led:  "Credo, Domine,
adauge nobis f idem". A mult i l ingual  pastoral  guide ent i t led "Liv ing the Year of  Fai th" is due
to be publ ished in ear ly September and pi lgr ims wi l l  receive an image of  the Chr ist  f rom
the cathedral  of  Cefalu in Sic i ly ,  wi th the Creed wri t ten on the back.

Final ly Archbishop Fis ichel la turned his at tent ion to the most important events of  the Year
of  Fai th,  those to be celebrated in Rome in the presence of  the Holy Father:  They include
the opening, which "wi l l  take place in St.  Peter 's Square on Thursday 11 October,  f i f t ieth
anniversary of  the beginning of  Vat ican Counci l  I I .  There wi l l  be a solemn Euchar ist ic
celebrat ion concelebrated by the Synod Fathers,  the presidents of  the wor ld 's episcopal
conferences and by Counci l  Fathers who are st i l l  a l ive".

Sunday 21 October wi l l  see the canonisat ion of  seven martyrs:  Jacques Berthieu,
Pedro Calungsod, Giovanni  Batt ista Piamarta,  Maria del  Carmen (born Maria Sal les y
Barangueras),  Kater i  Tekakwitha, Maria Anna Cope, and Anna Schaffer.  On 25 January
2013, dur ing the t radi t ional  ecumenical  celebrat ion at  the Roman basi l ica of  St .  Paul 's
Outside-the-Wal ls,  part ic ipants wi l l  pray that ,  " through their  jo int  profession of  the Symbol,
Chr ist ians . . .  may not forget the path of  uni ty" .  On 28 Apr i l  the Holy Father wi l l  impart  the
Sacrament of  Conf i rmat ion to a group of  young people,  whi le 5 May wi l l  be dedicated to
expressions of  popular piety.

On 18 May, the eve of  Pentecost,  Cathol ic movements,  both old and new, wi l l  gather in St.
Peter 's Square.  On 2 June, Corpus Christ i ,  the Blessed Sacrament wi l l  be adored at  the
same t ime al l  over the wor ld.  Sunday 16 June wi l l  be dedicated to the Gospel  of  L i fe.  On
7 July seminar ians and novices f rom al l  over the wor ld wi l l  conclude their  p i lgr image by
gather ing in St.  Peter 's Square.  The 29 September wi l l  be dedicated to catechists on the
twent ieth anniversary of  the publ icat ion of  the Catechism of the Cathol ic Church, and 13
October wi l l  focus on the presence of  Mary in the Church. Final ly,  the c losing celebrat ion
of the Year of  Fai th wi l l  take place on 24 November 2013.

The Year of  Fai th wi l l  a lso include a number of  cul tural  events including an exhibi t ion on St.
Peter to be held at  Castel  Sant 'Angelo f rom 7 February 2013 to 1 May 2013 and a concert
in St.  Peter 's Square on 22 June 2013.


