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HOW TO BE EVANGELIZERS
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Bearing witness and proclaiming the Chr ist ian message, “conf igur ing ourselves to Chr ist
and fol lowing his same way of  l i fe” :  th is was Benedict  XVI 's suggest for  “how to be
evangel izers” dur ing his Homily at  the Mass celebrated in St Peter 's Square on Sunday
morning, 21 October,  at  the end of  the r i te when seven new saints were proclaimed. Three
men and four women, both rel ig ious and lay people f rom f ive di f ferent cont inents:  models of
hol iness for a Church that wi th the Year of  Fai th,  50 years af ter  Vat ican I I ,  desires to renew
the proclamat ion of  the Gospel  to men and str ives to inspire and support .  An important
suggest ion for  the Synod on the new evangel izat ion,  which is to conclude in one week, and
on World Mission Day.

The Pope proposed in his Homily the most meaningful  aspects of  the l i fe of  each of  the
new saints,  under l in ing what makes their  wi tness of  fa i th pert inent to our l ives today.

As i f  to emphasize the the constant reference to hol iness in the many intervent ions of  the
Synod Fathers recent ly,  the Pope recal led that th is universal  vocat ion “always r ises up in
the Church from the wel l -spr ing of  the mystery of  redemption”.  For th is reason, “ today’s
canonizat ion”,  he said,  “ is  an eloquent conf i rmat ion of  th is myster ious saving real i ty” .  And
“this is t rue both for  the mission ad Gentes and for the new evangel izat ion in places with
ancient Chr ist ian roots”.  Thus “ these new saints,  d i f ferent in or ig in,  language, nat ional i ty
and social  condi t ion,  are uni ted among themselves and with the whole People of  God in
the mystery of  salvat ion of  Chr ist  the Redeemer”.

At the end of  the Mass the Pope reci ted the prayer of  the Angelus wi th the fa i thful  gathered
in the square for the Canonizat ion,  invi t ing them to turn to the “Virgin Mary,  the One who
is Queen of  a l l   Saints” .

Benedict  XVI then turned his thoughts to Lourdes and the Grotto of  the Appar i t ions of
Our Lady which have been inundated by ser ious f looding of  the Gave. Then recal l ing the
World Mission Day, he entrusted to the Virgin “ the missionar ies — men and women, pr iests,
rel ig ious and lay people — who sow the good seed of  the Gospel  in every part  of  the wor ld”.
Today the new saints,  he explained, “usher us into Mission Week. In a special  way let  us
sustain spir i tual ly and mater ia l ly  those who proclaim Christ  on the di f ferent cont inents”.


