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BENEDICT XVI: NEW MOTU PROPRIOS AFFECT SEMINARIES,
CATECHESIS
2013-01-25 Vat ican Radio

 (Vat ican Radio) In separate Apostol ic Letters issued on Fr iday,  Pope Benedict  XVI placed
the direct ion of  seminar ies under the competence of  the Congregat ion for  the Clergy,
and the mission of  overseeing catechesis in the purview of  the Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  the
Promotion of  the New Evangel isat ion.  The Letters were issued “motu propr io,”  that  is ,  at
the Pope’s own in i t iat ive.

The move re-organises the areas of  responsibi l i ty  wi th in the Roman Curia,  “ the complex
of dicaster ies and inst i tutes which help the Roman Pont i f f  in the exercise of  h is supreme
pastoral  of f ice for  the good and service of  the whole Church and of  the part icular
Churches” (Pastor bonus, art .  1) .

The changes made today were announced by the Holy Father last  October at  the conclusion
of the work of  the General  Synod of  Bishops. At the t ime, the Holy Father explained:
“ In the context  of  the Synod of  Bishops’  ref lect ions on ‘The New Evangel izat ion for  the
Transmission of  the Chr ist ian Fai th ’  and by way of  concluding a path of  ref lect ion on the
topics of  seminar ies and catechesis,  I  am pleased to announce that I  have decided, af ter
prayer and due ref lect ion,  to t ransfer the supervis ion of  seminar ies f rom the Congregat ion
for Cathol ic Educat ion to the Congregat ion for  the Clergy and the supervis ion of  catechesis
from the Congregat ion for  the Clergy to the Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  the Promot ion of  the
New Evangel izat ion .  .  .  We pray that the Lord wi l l  accompany the three dicaster ies of  the
Roman Curia in their  important mission with the assistance of  the whole Church” (Address
of Pope Benedict  XVI dur ing the f inal  general  congregat ion of  the XII I  Ordinary General
Assembly of  the Synod of  Bishops).

The provis ions of  the two Apostol ic Letters wi l l  go into ef fect  f i f teen days af ter  their
promulgat ion in L’Osservatore Romano .


