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PLENARY INDULGENCE FOR THE YEAR OF FAITH
05-10-2012 VIS

Vat ican City,   (VIS) -  According to a decree made publ ic today and signed by Cardinal
Manuel Monteiro de Castro and Bishop Krzysztof  Nykiel ,  respect ively peni tent iary major
and regent of  the Apostol ic Peni tent iary,  Benedict  XVI wi l l  grant fa i thful  Plenary Indulgence
for the occasion of  the Year of  Fai th.  The indulgence wi l l  be val id f rom the opening of  the
Year on 11 October 2012 unt i l  i ts  end on 24 November 2013.

"The day of  the f i f t ieth anniversary of  the solemn opening of  Vat ican Counci l  I I " ,  the text
reads, " the Supreme Pont i f f  Benedict  XVI has decreed the beginning of  a Year especial ly
dedicated to the profession of  the t rue fai th and i ts correct  interpretat ion,  through the
reading of  -  or  better st i l l  the pious meditat ion upon -  the Acts of  the Counci l  and the
art ic les of  the Catechism of the Cathol ic Church".

"Since the pr imary object ive is to develop sanct i ty of  l i fe to the highest degree possible
on this earth,  and thus to at ta in the most subl ime level  of  pureness of  soul ,  immense
benef i t  may be der ived from the great gi f t  of  Indulgences which, by v i r tue of  the power
conferred upon her by Chr ist ,  the Church of fers to everyone who, fo l lowing the due norms,
undertakes the special  prescr ipts to obtain them".

"Dur ing the Year of  Fai th,  which wi l l  last  f rom 11 October 2012 to 24 November 2013,
Plenary Indulgence for the temporal  punishment of  s ins,  imparted by the mercy of  God and
appl icable also to the souls of  deceased fai thful ,  may be obtained by al l  fa i thful  who, t ru ly
peni tent ,  take Sacramental  Confession and the Euchar ist  and pray in accordance with the
intent ions of  the Supreme Pont i f f .

" (A) Each t ime they at tend at  least  three sermons dur ing the Holy Missions, or at  least
three lessons on the Acts of  the Counci l  or  the art ic les of  the Catechism of the Cathol ic
Church, in church or any other sui table locat ion.

"(B) Each t ime they vis i t ,  in the course of  a pi lgr image, a papal  basi l ica,  a Chr ist ian
catacomb, a cathedral  church or a holy s i te designated by the local  ordinary for  the Year of
Fai th ( for  example,  minor basi l icas and shr ines dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary,  the
Holy Apost les or patron saints) ,  and there part ic ipate in a sacred celebrat ion,  or  at  least
remain for  a congruous per iod of  t ime in prayer and pious meditat ion,  concluding with the
reci tat ion of  the Our Father,  the Profession of  Fai th in any legi t imate form, and invocat ions
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to the Blessed Virgin Mary and, depending on the ci rcumstances, to the Holy Apost les and
patron saints.

"(C) Each t ime that,  on the days designated by the local  ordinary for  the Year of  Fai th,  . . .
in any sacred place, they part ic ipate in a solemn celebrat ion of  the Euchar ist  or  the Li turgy
of the Hours,  adding thereto the Profession of  Fai th in any legi t imate form.

"(D) On any day they chose, dur ing the Year of  Fai th,  i f  they make a pious vis i t  to the
bapt istery,  or  other place in which they received the Sacrament of  Bapt ism, and there
renew their  bapt ismal promises in any legi t imate form.

"Diocesan or eparchal  b ishops, and those who enjoy the same status in law, on the most
appropr iate day dur ing that per iod or on the occasion of  the main celebrat ions,  . . .  may
impart  the papal  b lessing with the Plenary Indulgence".

The document concludes by recal l ing how fai thful  who, due to i l lness or other legi t imate
cause, are unable to leave their  p lace of  adobe, may st i l l  obtain Plenary Indulgence
"i f ,  uni ted in spir i t  and thought wi th other fa i thful ,  and especial ly at  the t imes when the
words of  the Supreme Pont i f f  and diocesan bishops are t ransmit ted by te levis ion or radio,
they reci te . . .  the Our Father,  the Profession of  Fai th in any legi t imate form, and other
prayers that  concord wi th the object ives of  the Year of  Fai th,  of fer ing up the suffer ing and
discomfort  of  their  l ives".
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