MOTU PROPRIO: FIDES PER DOCTRINAM

BENEDICTUS PP. XVI

APOSTOLIC LETTER
ISSUED MOTU PROPRIO
FIDES PER DOCTRINAM

WHEREBY THE APOSTOLIC CONSTITUTION PASTOR BONUS IS MODIFIED
AND COMPETENCE FOR CATECHESIS IS TRANSFERRED
FROM THE CONGREGATION FOR THE CLERGY
TO THE PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FOR PROMOTING THE NEW EVANGELIZATION

Faith needs to be st rengthened through teaching, so that it can enlighten the minds a n d
hearts of believers. The particular m om ent of history in which we are living, marked as it
is by a dram atic crisis of faith, calls for an a bilit y to meet the great expectations present in
the hearts of believers for a response t o the new questions being directed both at the world
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and at the Church. The understandin g of t he faith constantly demands that its conten ts
be expressed in a new l anguage capable of pr esenting, to all who ask, the reason for th e
hope present in those who believe (cf 1 Pet 3 :15).
It is a particular responsibility of the who le Church to keep the message of Christ e ver
fresh and effective, al so through clear te ach ing which must nourish faith in the mystery of
the incar natio n of the Son of God who fo r our sake became man, died and rose again for
our salvation. She must do so tirelessly by ap pr opriate ways and means, so that all th ose
who accept the Gospel message and be lie ve, may be born to new life through baptism.
In this year which marks the fiftieth an niversa ry of the beginning of the Second Vatica n
Council, as the Church meditates upon th e r ich t eaching contained in those documents and
finds new ways t o i mplement it, we can a ckno wledge the great catechetical progress tha t
has been made in these decades. The period after the Council, however, was not with out
errors, some quite grave, of method an d con tent, which led in turn to deeper reflection and
the preparation of a number of post-con ciliar documents which have enriched the field of
catechesis.
In his A posto li c E xhortation Evangelii Nun tian di , the Venerable Servant of God Pa ul V I
stated that “a means of evangelization t ha t m ust not be neglected is that of catechetical
instruction. The intelligence, especially that of children and young people, needs to learn
through systemat ic religious instructio n the f undamental teachings, the living conte nt o f
the truth which God has wished to co nve y t o us and which the Church has sough t to
express in an ever ri cher fashion dur ing th e course of her long history” (No. 44: AA S 68
[1976], 34).
Blessed John Paul II, concluding the Syn od o f Bishops devoted to catechesis, also wrote
that “within the whole process of evangelization, the aim of catechesis is to be the teach in g
and matur atio n stage, that is to say, t he p er iod in which the Christian, having accepted b y
faith the per son of Jesus Christ as the o ne Lo rd and having given him complete adheren ce
by sincere conversi on of heart, endeavours t o know better this Jesus to whom he h a s
entrusted himself” (Apostolic Exhortat ion Ca techesi Tradendae, 20: AAS 71 [1979],129 4 ).
To celebrate t he twentieth anniversary of the conclusion of the Second Vatican Ecume nical
Council, my blessed P redecessor announced another Synod of Bishops, during which
the S ynod Fathers expressed their f er vent desire that a Catechism be prepared in
order to provide the uni versal Church wit h a synthetic summary of doctrine and mo rality
in accor danc e with the Council’s ind ications.
With the Apostolic Constitution Fid e i
Depositum , issued on 11 October 1992 , Ble ssed John Paul II promulgated the Catech ism
of the Catholic Church and I myself, with a M otu Proprio dated 28 June 2005, appr oved
and prom ulgat ed t he Compendium of t he Cate chism of the Catholic Church .
We cannot forget other significant m om ents in defining the nature, method and ends o f
catechesis in the process of evangelizat ion. In 1971 the Sacred Congregation for the
Clergy issued the General Catechetical Dire ctory , as a first synthesis of the progress
made in the vari ous local Churches in t heir own work of catechesis. In 1997, followin g
the publicatio n of t he Catechism of the Cat ho lic Church , the Congregation for the Cle rgy
issued the General Di rectory for Catechesis , confirming the Church’s desire that the first
step in catechesis should normally be a ime d at conversion (cf. No. 62).
The teaching of t he Council and the sub seq uent magisterium, reflecting the Church’s
great tr adition in thi s regard, closely linke d catechesis to the process of evangeliza tion.
Catechesis has a prominent place in the Church’s daily life and her tireless efforts to
proclaim the word of G od to all and t o t ea ch believers in Christ to build up his body, the
Church (cf. Catechism of the Catholic Chu rch, 4).
With the Apostol ic Letter issued Motu Proprio Ubicumque et Semper of 21 September 20 1 0,
I established t he P onti fi cal Council fo r Prom ot ing the New Evangelization, which pursu e s
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its own ends “both by encouraging re flect io n o n topics of the new evangelization, and by
identifying and promoting suitable ways an d means to accomplish it” (Art. 1 § 2: AAS 10 2
[2010], 791). I n a particular way I wished to gr ant the new Dicastery the task of promotin g
“the use of the C atechi sm of the Catho lic Chu rch as an essential and complete formula tion
of the content of t he f aith for the peo ple of ou r time” (Art. 3, 5°: AAS 102 [2010], 792).
Taking all these things into account, I consider it right that this same Dicastery sho u ld
assume as one of it s institutional d ut ie s the task of vigilance, to be exercised in the
name of the Supreme Pontiff, over tha t inst ru ment of evangelization which is the Church ’s
catechesis, as w ell as over the variou s asp ect s of catechetical instruction, for the sa ke
of a more organic and effective pastora l activity. This new Pontifical Council can o ffe r
suitable help in this regard to the part icular Churches and to diocesan bishops.
Therefore, accepting the joint proposal o f th e Heads of the Dicasteries involved, I have
determ ined that t he responsibilities for ca techesis, which the Apostolic Constitution Pa stor
Bonus of 28 Ju ne 1988 had entrusted t o t he Con gregation for the Clergy, will be transferre d
to the Pontifical Council for Promotin g th e New Evangelization, with the same jurisdiction
which the former C ongregation has hit hert o exercised in this area and which is called for
in canon law.
Consequently, i n light of the above ob ser vat ions and after carefully pondering the ma tter
and having sought the counsel of exp er ts, I e stablish and decree the following:

Art. 1
Article 94 of t he Apost olic Constitution Pa stor Bonus is abolished and the competence fo r
catechesis hithert o enjoyed by the Co ng regation for Clergy is entirely transferred to th e
Pontifical Council for Promoting the New Evangelization.

Art. 2
The International Council for Catechesis est ablished by the Venerable Servant of God P au l
VI with a Let ter dat ed 7 June 1973, is like wise transferred to the Pontifical Council fo r
Promoting the N ew Evangelization. The Pre sident of the Pontifical Council will become
the president of this Council and the Secr et ar y of the same Dicastery will be a member
ex officio.

Art. 3
In virtue of the competences granted it by th is Apostolic Letter issued Motu Proprio, the
Pontifical Council for Promoting the New Evangelization:
§ 1. Is concerned with promoting the r eligio us formation of the faithful of every age an d
condition;
§ 2. Has the fa cult y to issue norms me an t to e nsure that catechetical instruction is suita b ly
imparted in accordance with the Church ’s con stant tradition;
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§ 3. Has the task of ensuring that catechetical formation is properly carried out with rega rd
to its methods and ai ms, in accordance wit h t he directives of the Church’s magisterium;
§ 4. Gr ants the necessary approval of th e Ap ost olic See for catechisms and other wri tings
pertaining to catechetical instruction, with t he consent of the Congregation for the Doctrin e
of the Faith;
§ 5. A ssists t he Offices for catechet ics within Episcopal Conferences, follows their
initiatives pe rtaining to religious f or mation which are of an international natu re;
coordinates thei r activities and, in ce rt ain case s, provides necessary assistance.
What I have established with this Aposto lic Letter issued Motu Proprio, I wish to be
observed fully, now and in the future, anyth ing to the contrary notwithstanding, even if
worthy of spe cial mention, and I ord er it to be promulgated by publication in the d aily
newspaper L’ Osservatore Romano , taking e ffe ct fifteen days after promulgation.
Given in Rome, at S aint Peter’s, on 16 Ja nu ar y in the year of our Lord 2013, the e ighth
of my Pontificate.

Benedictus P P. XV I

ARTICLE FOR THE PROMULGATION OF THE MOTU PROPRIO "FIDES
PER DOCTRINAM"
by H.E. M sgr. Rino Fisi chella
Pope Benedict X V I, in his homily at the ina ug ural Mass of the recent Synod of Bisho p s,
affirmed that the N ew Evangelization be com e part of the ordinary pastoral activi ty o f
the Church with the aim of awakening in ever y baptized person the awareness of b eing
a bearer of the Gospel. For this to o ccur , t here needs to be a serious and systematic
Christian formation whi ch unifies faith a nd everyday life. It is only in this unity that it is
possible to state the reasons for fait h a nd it s contents. At the conclusion of the Syn o d,
with characte ristic foresight, Benedict XVI announced the transfer of competency o ver
Catechesis fr om the Congregation for Cle rgy to the Pontifical Council for the Promo tion
of the New Evangelization. The Mot u Pr opr io “Fides per doctrinam”, published tod ay,
clarifies the thinking behind this move. W ha t is clear is that this transfer is no mere
formality, but must be understood in the co nt ext of the concrete pastoral action which P ope
Benedict is setting out for the Church in t he ye ars and decades to come. Creating a mo re
organic relati onship between Catechesis and t he New Evangelization serves above a ll to
consolidate the i nnovati ve path of the diff er en t stages of the evangelizing mission o f the
Church set out by the Second Vatica n Cou ncil. At the same time, it offers the project o f
the New Evangelization a highly qualified instr ument with which to pursue its directio n .
Along with th e professi on of faith, th e lit ur gy, and personal witness to Christ, Cateche sis
emerges as a necessary factor in susta ining faith and ensuring it has sufficient cultu ral
depth. B elieving is not the same as ad he rin g to fables or to the myths of the pas t. It
means giving personal assent to the t ru th of revelation which is actuated and brough t to
fulfillment in Jesus C hrist, the Son of God . For this reason, knowledge of the conte nt of
faith is fundamental and necessary, and it s re discovery urgent for the process of the Ne w
Evangelizati o n.
Over the yea rs, the teaching of V at ica n I I has given a truly innovative impetus to
Catechesis. The work undertaken to renew ca techetical texts is an objective fact and th e
need to elabo rate pastoral programs f or the formation of catechists remains a priority,
notwithstandi ng i ts many difficulties. The r esponsibility of the transmission the faith
obliges us to ensure t hat Catechesis is a pr ivileged dimension of Christian formation, if we
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are to avoid forms of discontinuity wh ich wou ld lead to a crisis of faith. The publication
of Catechism of the Catholic Church , whose t wentieth anniversary we now celebrate, is
the clearest sign of this awareness which em er ges increasingly in the life of the Christia n
community. Catechesis is not extrane ou s to pastoral activity or a marginal aspect o f it.
On the contrary, the need for the ongoin g fo rmation of believers requires that we progre ss
beyond a Catechesis which is limite d t o th e r eception of the sacraments of Christian
initiation. Being educated in the faith, in f act, is a right which all believers must redisco ve r
in or der to construct their own identit y a nd co me to an increasingly deeper knowledge of
the mystery in which they believe. The New Evangelization faces many scenarios hithe rto
unknown. It must speak to a listene r wh o is increasingly immersed in a scientific a n d
technological culture. G iven this fact, t he f or mation of Christians must be adequate. On e
of the avenues which the New Evan ge liza tion must pursue relentlessly is therefore th e
need to help the faithful understand th at Cate chesis is necessary for a coherent life o f
faith. The r eligious illiteracy which is a mong t he causes of the crisis of faith affe cting
many Chr istia ns can easily be overcome . For this to happen, however, it is necessa ry
that the pastoral action of the Church invests in Catechesis and Christian education .
“The illumination of the minds and he ar ts of believers,” as Fides per doctrinam states, is
essential for rendering Christians faithfu l an d courageous witnesses to the Risen Lord .
H.E. Msgr. Rino Fisi chella
(President of the Pontifical Council
for Prom oting the New E vangelization)
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