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ADDRESS OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI

TO PARTICIPANTS IN THE PLENARY ASSEMBLY

OF THE PONTIFICAL COUNCIL

FOR PROMOTING THE NEW EVANGELIZATION

Your Eminences, Venerable Brothers in the Episcopate and in the Pr iesthood, Dear
Brothers and Sisters,

When, on 28 June of  last  year,  at  the First  Vespers of  the Solemnity of  Sts Peter and
Paul,  I  announced that I  wished to inst i tute a Dicastery for  the promot ion of  the New
Evangel izat ion,  I  opened the way for a ref lect ion to begin on a subject  I  had pondered over
for a long t ime: the need to of fer  a speci f ic  response to a moment of  cr is is in Chr ist ian
l i fe which is occurr ing in many countr ies,  especial ly those of  ancient Chr ist ian t radi t ion.
Today, wi th th is meet ing,  I  note wi th pleasure that the new Pont i f ical  Counci l  has become
a real i ty.  I  thank Archbishop Salvatore Fis ichel la for  the words which he addressed to me,
introducing me to the work of  your f i rst  Plenary Assembly.  I  extend my cordial  greet ings
to al l  of  you with my encouragement for  the contr ibut ion that you wi l l  make to the work of
the new Dicastery,  especial ly in v iew of  the Thir teenth Ordinary General  Assembly of  the
Synod of  Bishops which, in October 2012, wi l l  address the theme: The New Evangel izat ion
for the Transmission of  the Chr ist ian Fai th .
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The term, “new evangel izat ion” recal ls the need for a renewed manner of  proclamat ion,
especial ly for  those who l ive in a context ,  l ike the one today, in which the development
of  secular izat ion has had a heavy impact,  even in t radi t ional ly Chr ist ian countr ies.  The
Gospel  is the ever new proclamat ion of  the salvat ion worked by Chr ist  which makes
humanity part ic ipate in the mystery of  God and in his l i fe of  love and opens i t  to a future
of strong, sure hope. Highl ight ing that at  th is moment in history,  the Church is cal led to
carry out a new evangel izat ion,  means intensi fy ing her missionary act ion so that i t  fu l ly
corresponds to the Lord’s mandate.  The Second Vat ican Counci l  recal led that “The groups
among whom the Church operates are ut ter ly changed so that an ent i re ly new si tuat ion
ar ises” (Decree Ad Gentes ,  n.  6) .  The farsighted Fathers of  the Counci l  saw the cul tural
changes that were on the hor izon and which today are easi ly ver i f iable.  I t  is  precisely
these changes which have created unexpected condi t ions for  bel ievers and require special
at tent ion in proclaiming the Gospel ,  for  g iv ing an account of  our fa i th in s i tuat ions which
are di f ferent f rom the past.  The current cr is is br ings wi th i t  t races of  the exclusion of
God from people’s l ives,  f rom a general ized indi f ference towards the Chr ist ian fa i th to an
attempt to marginal ize i t  f rom publ ic l i fe.  In the past decades, i t  was st i l l  possible to f ind
a general  Chr ist ian sensibi l i ty  which uni f ied the common exper ience of  ent i re generat ions
raised in the shadow of the fa i th which had shaped cul ture.  Today, unfortunately,  we are
witnessing a drama of  f ragmentat ion which no longer acknowledges a uni fy ing reference
point ;  moreover,  i t  of ten occurs that  people wish to belong to the Church, but they are
strongly shaped by a v is ion of  l i fe which is in contrast  wi th the fa i th.

Proclaiming Jesus Christ  the only Saviour of  the World,  today is more complex than in
the past;  but  our task remains ident ical  to that  at  the dawn of  our history.  The mission
has not changed, just  as the enthusiasm and courage that moved the Apost les and f i rst
disciples must not change. The Holy Spir i t  which prompted them to open the doors and
made evangel izers of  them (cf .  Acts 2:  1-4) is the same Spir i t  which today moves the
Church to a renewed proclamat ion of  hope for the people of  our t ime. St August ine af f i rms
that we must not th ink that  the grace of  evangel izat ion was extended only to the Apost les
and with them that fount of  grace was exhausted, but “ th is fount is revealed when i t  f lows,
not when i t  ceases to pour out.  And i t  was in th is way that the grace, through the Apost les,
reached others too,  who were invi ted to proclaim the Gospel… in deed, i t  has cont inued
to be a cal l  r ight  up to these days for the ent i re body of  h is Only Begotten Son, that  is ,
h is Church spread throughout the earth” (cf .  Sermon ,  239, 1).  The grace of  the mission
cont inual ly needs new evangel izers capable of  receiv ing i t  so that  the salv i f ic  news of  the
Word of  God never fa i ls  to be proclaimed in the changing condi t ions of  h istory.

There is a dynamic cont inui ty between the proclamat ion of  the f i rst  d isciples and ours.
Throughout the centur ies,  the Church has never ceased to proclaim the salv i f ic  mystery
of the death and Resurrect ion of  Jesus Christ ,  but  today that same message needs
renewed vigour to convince contemporary man, who is of ten distracted and insensi t ive.
For th is reason, the new evangel izat ion must t ry to f ind ways of  making the proclamat ion
of salvat ion more ef fect ive;  a proclamat ion without which personal  existence remains
contradictory and depr ived of  what is essent ia l .  Even for those who remain t ied to their
Chr ist ian roots,  but  who l ive the di f f icul t  re lat ionship wi th moderni ty,  i t  is  important to
real ize that  being Christ ian is not a type of  c lothing to wear in pr ivate or on special
occasions, but is something l iv ing and al l -encompassing, able to contain al l  that  is  good
in modern l i fe.  I  hope that in your work dur ing th is Assembly,  you wi l l  be able to draw
up a plan capable of  helping the whole Church and the di f ferent part icular Churches in
the commitment to the new evangel izat ion;  a project  where the urgency of  a renewed
proclamat ion involves format ion,  especial ly for  the new generat ions,  and is combined with
a proposal  of  concrete s igns able to make evident the response which the Church intends
to of fer  in th is part icular moment.  I f ,  on the one hand, the ent i re community is cal led to
reinvigorate i ts missionary spir i t  to proclaim the Good News that the people of  our t ime are
wait ing for ,  we cannot forget that  the l i festy le of  bel ievers needs to be genuinely credible
and al l  the more convincing for the dramat ic condi t ions in which those who need to hear
i t  l ive.  For th is reason, we want to make the words of  the Servant of  God, Pope Paul
VI our own, when he said wi th regard to evangel izat ion,  “ I t  is  therefore pr imari ly by her
conduct and by her l i fe that  the Church wi l l  evangel ize the wor ld,  in other words,  by her



- 3 -

l iv ing wi tness of  f idel i ty to the Lord Jesus — the witness of  poverty and detachment,  of
f reedom in the face of  the powers of  th is wor ld,  in short ,  the wi tness of  sanct i ty”  (Apostol ic
Exhortat ion Evangel i i  Nunt iandi ,  n.  41).

Dear f r iends, invoking the intercession of  Mary,  Star of  Evangel izat ion,  that  she
accompany those who br ing the Gospel  and open the hearts of  those who hear i t ,  I  assure
you of  my prayers for  your ecclesial  service and impart  to al l  of  you my Apostol ic Blessing.


