ADDRESS OF THE HOLY FATHER BENEDICT XVI
2011-10- 15 New S ynod Hall

MEETING WITH CHURCH LEADERS INVOLVED IN THE NEW EVANGELIZAION
ON THE OCCASION OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
ORGANIZED BY THE PONTIFICAL COUNCIL
FOR PROMOTING THE NEW EVANGELIZATION
[VIDEO OF THE WHOLE SESSION - IN ITALIAN]
Your Em inences, Venerable Brothers in t he Ep iscopate, Dear Friends,
I gladly accep ted the i nvitation of the Pr esid en t of the Pontifical Council for the Promo tio n
of the New Evangelization to be prese nt wit h a ll of you this evening for a brief moment a n d,
especially, to morrow for the Eucharistic Ce lebration. I thank Archbishop Fisichella for th e
greeting he addressed to me on your behalf and I rejoice to see you in such large num bers.
I know that yo u are here representing a gre at many others who, like you, are involved in
the far from e asy task of the new evangelization. I also greet those who are following this
event through the media, enabling many new evangelizers to be connected live, thou g h
scattered in d if ferent parts of the world.
You have cho sen as t he guideline for yo ur r ef lection today the expression: “The Word o f
God grows and spreads”. The Evange list Luke uses this formula several times in the A cts
of the Apostles; indeed in various cir cumst ances he affirms that “the Word of God g rew
and m ultiplied” (cf. A cts 6:7; 12:24). In t oday’s theme, however, you have changed th e
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tense of the two verbs to highlight an imp or ta nt aspect of faith: the conscious certa inty
that the word of God is ever alive, at e ver y m oment of history, in our time too, because th e
Church r ealizes it through her faithful t ra nsm ission, the celebration of the sacraments an d
the witness of believers. For this reason ou r history is in full continuity with that of the first
Christian communi ty and is nourished b y th e same life-giving sap.
But what soil received t he word of God? As th en , so today too it can encounter closure and
rejection, ways of thi nking and living t ha t a re f ar from the search for God and for the tru th.
People of today are of ten confused an d f ail to find an answer to the many questions that
torment the mind on the meaning of lif e, an d t o the queries that are lodged in the dep ths
of their hear t. Human beings cannot e scap e these questions that touch on the meani ng of
self and real ity, they cannot live in one single dimension! Instead, they are often distan ce d
from the search for t he essential in life while an ephemeral happiness is proposed to the m
that is briefl y sati sfyi ng but soon gives way to sadness and dissatisfaction.
Yet, despite the condit ion of people today, we can still say with certainty, as in the e a rly
days of Christianity, t hat the word of Go d continues to grow and to spread. Why? I wo uld
like to mention at least three reasons. The f irst is that the power of the word does n ot
depend above al l on our action, on our me an s, on our “doing”, but rather on God, who hide s
his power behind si gns of weakness, who be com es present in the gentle morning bre e ze
(cf. 1 Kings 1 9:12) and is revealed o n t he wo od of the cross. We must always belie ve in
the humble power of t he word of God an d le t G od act!
The second reason i s because the seed of the word, as the Gospel Parable of the S ower
recounts, still f all s on good soil that welcom es it and produces fruit (cf. Mt 13:3-9). An d
the new evan geli zers are part of this f ie ld en abling the Gospel to grow in abundance a nd
transfor m their li fe and the lives of o ther s. In t he world, even if evil makes more n oise,
good soil con ti nues t o exist.
The third reason i s that the proclama tion of th e Gospel has truly reached the ends o f th e
earth and, even amidst i ndifference, misu nd er standing and persecution, many, still tod a y,
continue courageously to open their hear ts an d minds to accept Christ’s invitation to me e t
him and to become his disciples. They m ake no t a sound but are like the tiny mustard se ed
that becomes a t ree, t he leaven that ca use s th e dough to rise, the grain which breaks op e n
to br ing for th an ear of wheat. If on the on e hand all this brings comfort and hope becau se
it shows the ceaselessly active missio na ry leaven that gives life to the Church, on the othe r
it must fill everyone w ith a renewed sen se of responsibility to the word of God and th e
spread of the Gospel .
The Pontifical Council for the Promot ion o f the New Evangelization, which I establi shed
last year, is a precious means for identifying the great questions that are troubling the
various sectors of today’s society and cult ur e. It is called to offer special help to the Ch urch
in her mission and above all in those count rie s with an ancient Christian tradition that se em
to have become i ndif ferent, if not actually h ost ile to the word of God. Today’s world n eed s
people who proclai m and testify that it is Ch rist who teaches the art of living, the wa y o f
true happiness, because he himself is t he pat h of life; people who first of all keep their o wn
gaze fixed on Jesus, t he Son of God: the wor d of proclamation must always be immersed in
an intense relationship with him, in a n int ense life of prayer. Today’s world needs pe ople
who speak to God, so as to be able to speak of God. And we must always remember th a t
Jesus did not redeem the world with beaut if ul words or ostentatious means but with h is
suffering and his death.
The law of the grain of wheat that die s in th e ground also applies today; we cannot g ive
life to others wi thout giving our own lif e: “ whoever would save his life will lose it; and
whoever loses his li fe for my sake and the g osp el’s will save it”, the Lord tells us (Mk 8:3 5).
In seeing all of you and knowing the gr ea t commitment that each one of you dedicates
to serving the missi on, I am convin ced t hat t he new evangelizers will be increasin gly
multiplied to give life to a real transf or mation which the world today needs. It is o nly
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through men and women moulded by God’s pr esence that the word of God will continue its
journey in the w orld, bearing its fruit.
Dear friends, being evangelizers is not a pr ivile ge but a commitment that comes from faith.
To the question the Lord addresses to Ch rist ia ns: “Whom shall I send and who will go for
us?”, answer with the same courage a nd the same trust as the Prophet: “Here am I! Se nd
me” (Is 6:8). I ask you to let yourselves be fo rmed by God’s grace and to respond in do cility
to the action of the S pirit of the Risen One. Be signs of hope, able to look to the future with
the certainty t hat comes from the Lord Jesus, who conquered death and gave us et ern a l
life. Com municate the joy of faith to all with t he enthusiasm that comes from being driven
by the Holy Spiri t, because he makes all t hings new (cf. Rev 21:5), trusting in the promised
that Jesus m ade t o the Church: “and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age” (Mt
28:20).
At the end of this day let us also ask fo r th e protection of the Virgin Mary, Star of the
New Evangelizati on, as I warmly accom pany each one of you and your undertaking with
my Apostolic Bl essing. Many thanks.

NEW EVANGELIZERS FOR THE NEW EVANGELIZATION - THE WORD
OF GOD CONTINUES TO SPREAD AND TO GAIN FOLLOWERS
First International Meeting - Sunday, Oct ober 16 2011

Vener able Bro thers,
Dear Brothers and S ist ers,
Today I celebrate Holy Mass with joy for you who are involved in many parts of the world on
the front of th e New E vangelization. This litu rgy concludes of the meeting that called yo u
yesterday to an exchange on the areas o f th is mission and to listen to several significa n t
testimonies. I myself wished to offer yo u so me thoughts, whereas today I break the bre a d
of the Word and of the Eucharist wit h yo u, in the certainty – shared by us all – tha t
without Christ, the Word and Bread of L if e, we can do nothing (cf. Jn 15:5). I am glad that
this congress fits into the context of th e mo nt h of October, exactly a week before Wo rld
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Mission Day: thi s reminds us of the proper u niversal dimension of the New Evangelizatio n ,
in harmony with that of the mission ad gente s.
I address a cordial greeting to all of you wh o have accepted the invitation of the Pontifica l
Council for the Promoti on of the New Evangelization. In particular, I greet and thank th e
President of this recent ly established dica stery, Archbishop Salvatore Fisichella, an d his
collaborators.
Let us now come t o t he biblical Reading s in wh ich the Lord speaks to us today. The first,
taken from the S econd Book of Isaiah, t ells u s t hat God is one, there is no other; there are
no gods other than t he Lord and even t he powerful Cyrus, Emperor of the Persians, was
part of a lar ger plan that God alone kne w and carried ahead. This Reading gives us the
theological m eaning of history: the epochal upheavals and the succession of great powers
are under the supreme domination of God; no earthly power can stand in his stead. The
theology of history i s an important and essent ial aspect of the New Evangelization beca use
the people of our time, after the inauspicious season of the totalitarian empires in the 20 th
century, need to rediscover an overall lo ok a t the world and at time, a truly free, peace ful
look, that look w hich the second Vatic an Co un cil communicated in its documents and wh ich
my pr edecessors, t he S ervant of God Paul VI and Bl. John Paul II, illustrated with th eir
Magisterium.
The Second Reading is the beginnin g o f th e First Letter to the Thessalonians and this
is already very evocat ive because it is the o ldest letter that has come down to us of the
greatest evangelizer of all time, the Apo stle Paul. He tells us first of all that one does n o t
evangelize by oneself : i n fact he too h ad co lla borators, Silvanus and Timothy (cf. 1 Th e s
1:1) and many others. And he immediat ely adds something else that is very importan t:
that proclamation must always be preceded, a ccompanied and followed by prayer. Indee d ,
he writes: “We give thanks to God always for you all, constantly mentioning you in o ur
prayers” (v. 2 ). The Apostle then says he is well aware of the fact that he did not cho ose
the mem bers of the community, but tha t [ God ]: “has chosen you”, he says (v. 4).
Every Gospel mi ssionary must always bear in mind this truth: it is the Lord who tou ches
hearts with his word and with his Spir it , ca lling people to faith and to communion in th e
Church. Lastly, Paul leaves us a very valua ble teaching, taken from his experience. He
writes: “our gospel came to you not o nly in word, but also in power and in the Ho ly
Spirit and with full conviction” (v. 5). Evan ge lization, to be effective, needs the po we r
of the Spirit, who gi ves life to proclam at ion and imbues those who convey it with th e
“full convictio n” of which the Apostle speaks. This term “conviction” or “full convictio n”
in the original G reek i s pleroforia: a wor d t ha t does not so much express the subjective,
psychological aspect, rather the fullne ss, f id elity, completeness, in this case of th e
proclamation of Christ . It is a proclama tion which, to be complete and faithful, asks to b e
accompanied by si gns and gestures, like t he pr eaching of Jesus. Word, Spirit and certa inty
— under stood in thi s way — are ther ef or e inseparable and compete to ensure that th e
Gospel messa ge i s spread effectively.
Let us now r eflect on the Gospel passa ge . It is the text about the legitimacy of the tr ibute
to be paid to Caesar which contains Je sus’ fa mous answer: “render therefore to Ca esar
the things that are C aesar’s, and to God t he things that are God’s” (Mt 22:21). But, befo re
reaching this point there is a passage th at can be applied to those who have the mission
of evangelizing. Indeed, those who are speaking with Jesus — disciples of the Phari sees
and the Her odians — compliment him, sayin g “we know that you are true, and teach the
way of God truthfully, and care for no m an ” ( v. 16). It is this affirmation itself, although it
is prompted by hypocrisy, that must at t ract ou r attention. The disciples of the Pharisee s
and Herodian s do not believe in wha t they say. They are only affirming it as a capta tio
benevolentiae to make people listen t o t hem, but their heart is far from that truth; inde ed,
they want to lure Jesus into a trap to be able t o accuse him. For us, instead, those wo rds
are precious: indeed, Jesus is true and t ea che s the way of God according to the truth, a n d
stands in awe of none. He himself is t hat “ way of God”, which we are called to take. Here
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we may recall the w ords of Jesus himse lf in John’s Gospel: “I am the way, the truth, an d
the life” ( 14:6 ).
In this regar d S t A ugustine’s comment is illum inating: “It was necessary for Jesus to say
‘I am the way, t he trut h, and the life’, wh en knowing the way by which he went they ha d to
learn where h e was going. The way led to tr ut h, it led to life.... And where are we go ing,
but to him , an d by w hat way do we go, b ut by him? ( In Evangelium Johannis tractatus 69 ,
2). The new evangelizers are called to wa lk fir st on this Way that is Christ, to make oth ers
know the bea uty of the Gospel that gives lif e. And on this Way one never walks alon e
but in company, an experience of com munio n and brotherhood that is offered to all th o se
we meet, to share w it h them our expe rie nce of Christ and of his Church. Thus testimo ny
combined with proclamation can open t he heart s of those who are seeking the truth so that
they are abl e to arri ve at the meaning of their own life.
A brief r eflection also on the central q ue stion of the tribute to Caesar. Jesus replies with a
surprising polit ical realism, linked to the t he oce ntrism of the prophetic tradition. The trib u te
to Caesar must be paid because his im age is on the coin; but the human being, eve ry
person, carrie s in hi m- or herself anot he r image, that of God, and therefore it is to him a nd
to him alone that each one owes his or her existence. The Fathers of the Church, drawing
inspiration fro m the fact that Jesus was r ef er r ing to the image of the Emperor impressed on
the coin of th e tribute, interpreted this p assa ge in the light of the fundamental conce pt of
the human being as an image of God, con tain ed in the first chapter of the Book of Genesis.
An anonymou s author wrote: “The image of G od is not impressed on gold, but on the huma n
race. Caesar’s coi n is gold, God’s coin is h um anity…. Therefore give your riches to Ca esar
but keep for God the unique innocence of your conscience, where God is contemplated ….
Caesar, in fa ct, asked that his image be on every coin, but God chose man, whom h e
created to reflect his glory” (Anonymou s, Incom plete Work on Matthew, Homily 42). And S t
Augustine used this reference several t im es in his homilies: “If Caesar reclaims his own
image impr essed on t he coin”, he says, “ will n ot God demand from man the divine ima ge
sculpted within him?” ( E n. Ps., Psalm 9 4: 2) . And further, “as the tribute money is rendere d
to him [Caesar], so should the soul be rendered to God, illumined and stamped with the
light of his countenance” (ibid., Ps 4:8 ).
This word of Jesus is rich in anthropolo gical co ntent and it cannot be reduced only to the
political context. The Church, therefor e, is not limited to reminding human beings of the
right distinction bet ween the sphere of Caesar’s authority and that of God, between the
political and rel igi ous contexts. The mission of t he Church, like that of Christ, is essentia lly
to speak of God, to remember his sovere ignt y, to remind all, especially Christians who
have lost their own identity, of the rig ht of God to what belongs to him, that is, our life.
Precisely in order to give a fresh impetu s to the mission of the whole Church to le a d
human beings out of the wilderness in which t hey often find themselves to the place of life,
friendship with Christ t hat gives us life in f ullness, I have decided to proclaim a “Yea r of
Faith”, which I shal l have the opportunity to illu strate with a special Apostolic Letter. It will
begin on 11 October 2012 on the 50th anniver sary of the opening of the Second Vatican
Council and wil l end on 24 November 2 01 3, th e Solemnity of Christ the King. It will b e a
moment of grace and commitment for an ever fuller conversion to God, to strengthen o ur
faith in him and to proclaim him with joy to the people of our time.
Dear brothers and si sters, you are amo ng t he protagonists of the New Evangelization tha t
the Church has undert aken and carr ies fo rt h, not without difficulties but with the sa me
enthusiasm as the first Christians. To co nclude, I make my own the words of the Ap ostle
Paul that we have heard: I give than ks to God always for you all, constantly mentio ning
you in my pr ayers, remembering befor e ou r God and Father your work of faith and la bou r
of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
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May the Virgin Mary, who was not afr aid to answer “yes” to the Word of the Lord and ,
after conceiving in her womb, set out full of joy and hope, always be your model and you r
guide. Learn from the Mother of the Lord a nd our Mother to be humble and at the sa me
time courageous, simple and prudent; me ek and strong, not with the strength of the world
but with the strength of the truth. Amen.
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