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H.E. MSGR. RINO FISICHELLA
President of  the Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  Promot ing the New Evangel izat ion

Rino Fis ichel la was born in Codogno, near Mi lan,  on August 25, 1951. As a student of  Almo
Col legio Capranica,  he was ordained a pr iest  for  the Diocese of  Rome on March 13, 1976.
1980 he was awarded a doctorate in theology from the Pont i f ical  Gregor ian Universi ty
where he taught f rom 1981 to 2001, r is ing to become Professor- in-Ordinary of  Fundamental
Theology.

From 2002 to 2010 he was Rector of  the Pont i f ical  Lateran Universi ty,  combining this of f ice
with that  of  President of  the Pont i f ical  Academy for Li fe f rom 2008 to 2010. On June 30,
2010 he was appointed by Pope Benedict  XVI as the f i rst  President of  the newly const i tuted
Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  the Promot ion of  the New Evangel izat ion.  He is also a member of  the
Congregat ion for  the Doctr ine of  the Fai th,  the Congregat ion for  the Causes of  Saints,  the
Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  Cul ture,  the Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  Social  Communicat ions,  and the
Pont i f ical  Commit tee for Internat ional  Euchar ist ic Congresses.

He is regarded internat ional ly as one of  the leading I ta l ian theologians, having authored or
edi ted some twenty books—many of  which t ranslated into several  languages—in addi t ion
to many art ic les contr ibuted to nat ional  and internat ional  scholar ly journals.  He has been
a vis i t ing professor at  several  I ta l ian and overseas universi t ies and has also lectured in
var ious European countr ies (Germany, Great Br i ta in,  Belgium, France, Spain,  Portugal ,
Poland, Romania,  Hungary) as wel l  as in the Uni ted States,  Brazi l ,  the Phi l ippines, Turkey,
India,  Korea, Taiwan, and Colombia.  In 2005 he was awarded the Gold Medal for  Cul ture
by the President of  I ta ly,  Car lo Azegl io Ciampi.


