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ARTICLE FOR THE PROMULGATION OF THE MOTU PROPRIO "FIDES
PER DOCTRINAM"
by H.E. Msgr.  Rino Fis ichel la

            Pope Benedict  XVI,  in his homily at  the inaugural  Mass of  the recent Synod of
Bishops, af f i rmed that the New Evangel izat ion become part  of  the ordinary pastoral  act iv i ty
of  the Church with the aim of  awakening in every bapt ized person the awareness of  being
a bearer of  the Gospel .   For th is to occur,  there needs to be a ser ious and systemat ic
Christ ian format ion which uni f ies fa i th and everyday l i fe.   I t  is  only in th is uni ty that  i t  is
possible to state the reasons for fa i th and i ts contents.   At  the conclusion of  the Synod,
with character ist ic foresight,  Benedict  XVI announced the transfer of  competency over
Catechesis f rom the Congregat ion for  Clergy to the Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  the Promot ion
of the New Evangel izat ion.   The Motu Propr io “Fides per doctr inam”,  publ ished today,
clar i f ies the th inking behind this move.  What is c lear is that  th is t ransfer is no mere
formal i ty,  but  must be understood in the context  of  the concrete pastoral  act ion which Pope
Benedict  is  set t ing out for  the Church in the years and decades to come.  Creat ing a more
organic relat ionship between Catechesis and the New Evangel izat ion serves above al l  to
consol idate the innovat ive path of  the di f ferent stages of  the evangel iz ing mission of  the
Church set out by the Second Vat ican Counci l .   At  the same t ime, i t  of fers the project  of
the New Evangel izat ion a highly qual i f ied instrument wi th which to pursue i ts direct ion.
  Along with the profession of  fa i th,  the l i turgy,  and personal  wi tness to Chr ist ,  Catechesis
emerges as a necessary factor in sustaining fai th and ensur ing i t  has suff ic ient  cul tural
depth.   Bel ieving is not the same as adher ing to fables or to the myths of  the past.   I t
means giv ing personal  assent to the t ruth of  revelat ion which is actuated and brought to
ful f i l lment in Jesus Christ ,  the Son of  God. For th is reason, knowledge of  the content of
fa i th is fundamental  and necessary,  and i ts rediscovery urgent for  the process of  the New
Evangel izat ion.

            Over the years,  the teaching of  Vat ican I I  has given a t ru ly innovat ive
impetus to Catechesis.  The work undertaken to renew catechet ical  texts is an object ive
fact  and the need to elaborate pastoral  programs for the format ion of  catechists remains
a pr ior i ty,  notwi thstanding i ts many di f f icul t ies.   The responsibi l i ty  of  the t ransmission the
fai th obl iges us to ensure that Catechesis is a pr iv i leged dimension of  Chr ist ian format ion,
i f  we are to avoid forms of  d iscont inui ty which would lead to a cr is is of  fa i th.   The
publ icat ion of  Catechism of the Cathol ic Church ,  whose twent ieth anniversary we now
celebrate,  is  the c learest  s ign of  th is awareness which emerges increasingly in the l i fe of
the Chr ist ian community.   Catechesis is not extraneous to pastoral  act iv i ty or a marginal
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aspect of  i t .   On the contrary,  the need for the ongoing format ion of  bel ievers requires
that we progress beyond a Catechesis which is l imi ted to the recept ion of  the sacraments
of Chr ist ian in i t iat ion.   Being educated in the fa i th,  in fact ,  is  a r ight  which al l  bel ievers
must rediscover in order to construct  their  own ident i ty and come to an increasingly deeper
knowledge of  the mystery in which they bel ieve.  The New Evangel izat ion faces many
scenar ios hi therto unknown.  I t  must speak to a l is tener who is increasingly immersed in
a scient i f ic  and technological  cul ture.   Given this fact ,  the format ion of  Chr ist ians must
be adequate.   One of  the avenues which the New Evangel izat ion must pursue relent lessly
is therefore the need to help the fa i thful  understand that Catechesis is necessary for  a
coherent l i fe of  fa i th.   The rel ig ious i l l i teracy which is among the causes of  the cr is is of
fa i th af fect ing many Christ ians can easi ly be overcome.  For th is to happen, however,  i t
is  necessary that  the pastoral  act ion of  the Church invests in Catechesis and Christ ian
educat ion.   “The i l luminat ion of  the minds and hearts of  bel ievers,”  as Fides per doctr inam
states,  is  essent ia l  for  render ing Chr ist ians fa i thful  and courageous witnesses to the Risen
Lord.
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