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NEW EVANGELISATION NEEDS “JOYFUL” EVANGELIZERS
2011-10-12 Interview by Radio Vat icana

NEW EVANGELISATION NEEDS “JOYFUL” EVANGELIZERS

On Saturday, a meet ing t i t led;  "New Evangel izers for  the New Evangel izat ion -  The Word of
God grows and spreads",  organized by the Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  the Promot ion of  the New
Evangel izat ion takes place here at  the Vat ican. Held in the New Synod Hal l ,  the meet ing
starts wi th a report  by the Counci l  President,  Archbishop Rino Fis ichel la,  and wi l l  proceed
with discussion among Church leaders involved in “New Evangel izat ion”.

Saturday af ternoon the meet ing wi l l  cont inue in the Paul  VI Hal l  wi th a ser ies of
intervent ions by guest speakers,  fo l lowed by a short  concert  by wor ld renowned tenor
Andrea Bocel l i .  Pope Benedict  XVI is due to jo in part ic ipants and address the meet ing
Saturday evening.

Speaking to Vat ican Radio,  Archbishop Fis ichel la stated that the aim of  the meet ing is to
“present the representat ives of  the var ious church real i t ies who, for  some t ime now, have
been carry ing out the new evangel isat ion to Pope Benedict” .  “Let  us not forget”-  he adds, -
“  that  the event is taking place in the month dedicated to mission – October” .  The theme of
the meet ing is also important he says; “we want to v is ib ly present the Church with the new
evangel isers,  because in th is way we make the Word of  God known and we can increase
the disciples of  the Lord”.

As a pract ical  example of  th is,  on Saturday evening di f ferent groups, di f ferent ecclesial
real i t ies wi l l  go out onto the streets of  Rome, to the histor ic squares,  and churches to
carry out the work of  new evangel izat ion.  “Many of  these ecclesial  groups already have
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exper ience of  th is,”  -  points out Archbishop Fis ichel la -  “ they wi l l  g ive the c i ty of  Rome, a
vis ib le s ign of  a new evangel izat ion.  And we hope that their  ef for ts wi l l  bear f ru i t ” .

In the I ta l ian prelates’  opinion, the meet ing is one of  many contr ibut ions in the lead up to
the 2012 Synod of  Bishops on new evangel izat ion,  because i t  wi l l  help bishops around the
world to understand that new evangel izat ion has already been going on for some t ime: “The
new evangel izat ion was not born because the Holy See establ ished a new department;  for
27 years Blessed John Paul  I I  "provoked" the Church in every possible way into recogniz ing
the urgent need for new evangel izat ion.  Pope Benedict  XVI,  wi th a t ru ly prophet ic act ,
inst i tut ing the Pont i f ical  Counci l ,  wanted the di f ferent real i t ies -  those that al ready exist
and those that wi l l  ar ise in the future – to f ind a common point  of  reference, in short ,
a concrete expression of  the service of  the Pope for the Church in favour of  the new
evangel izat ion.  So, I  would say that the synod wi l l  wi tness already extremely posi t ive
exper iences: just  th ink that  thousands of  these [new evangel izers – ed] are young people,
so there is also the enthusiasm of the many young people who are already l iv ing th is
exper ience!

The meet ing wi l l  a lso ref lect  on the Synod “Lineamenta”,  or  guidel ines.  Archbishop
Fisichel la says that part icular at tent ion wi l l  be paid to the role of  the fami ly which he says
“obviously must take f i rst  p lace”.  Other areas include the l i turgy,  commitment and act ion
in the f ie ld of  pol i t ics,  cul ture,  mass media and social  communicat ions.  However special
focus, he reveals,  wi l l  be given to immigrat ion:  “For new evangel izat ion,  th is is certainly
a factor to be taken ser iously,  because we have mi l l ions of  Chr ist ians on the move in
di f ferent countr ies,  br inging with them not only the r ichness of  their  Chr ist ian exper ience,
but who also come to meet the chal lenges which Europe in part icular but also the United
States present,  wi th regards to secular izat ion”.

According to Archbishop Fis ichel la,  th is Saturday’s meet ing together wi th the Lent 2012
campaign “Mission Metropol is”  are s igns of  the goals that  the Pont i f ical  Counci l  has set
for i tsel f ,  but  above al l  s igns for the upcoming Synod and the Church. “The aim is to
promote awareness and knowledge of  the exper ience of  new evangel isat ion through these
ini t iat ives”,  he says but also to quash st i l l  existent i l lusions that “everything was alr ight
in the past,  or  that  everything wi l l  be f ine in the future” thanks to the invent ion of  a ”new
formula”.  Through these in i t iat ives,  he concludes, “we want to reinforce that evangel isat ion
is the very mission of  the Church and i t  has been going on for over two thousand years,
but i t  needs to f ind a new language, a new l i festy le one that is respectful  but  has a deeply
rooted ident i ty” ,  evangel isers “who have a profound sense of  belonging to the Church and
the Christ ian community but at  the same t ime who are open to others.  And also a good
dose of  joy and enthusiasm, which is never a bad thing!” .


