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PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FOR THE PROMOTION OF THE NEW
EVANGELIZATION

PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FOR PROMOTING

THE NEW EVANGELIZATION

 PONTIFICIUM CONSILIUM DE NOVA EVANGELIZATIONE PROMOVENDA

Pope Benedict  XVI,  wi th the Apostol ic Letter in the form of Motu propr io ,  Ubicumque
et semper (September 21, 20109) , establ ished the Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  Promot ing the
New Evangel izat ion.  In the Second Vat ican Counci l ’s  Pastoral  Const i tut ion Gaudium et
spes and the Decree Ad gentes ,  as wel l  as in subsequent papal  Magister ium, especial ly
the Apostol ic Exhortat ions Evangel i i  nut iandi (1974) and Christ i f ideles la ic i (1988),  great
emphasis has been placed on the need for a renewed proclamat ion of  the Gospel .  The
urgency for such a renewal is the consequence of  the profound social  changes which
have occurred in recent years.  Dur ing his Homily in Mogi la on June 9,  1997, Blessed
John Paul  I I  introduced the expression “New Evangel izat ion” and repeatedly referred to i t
as the mission of  the Church in i ts th i rd mi l lennium (Novo mi l lennio ineunte ,  2001).  The
inst i tut ion of  the Pont i f ical  Counci l  responds to the concerns repeatedly expressed by the
Magister ium and works to provide adequate responses for the Church in i ts missionary
work of  promot ing and implement ing the New Evangel izat ion.  In a part icular way, the work
of th is Counci l  is  at  the service to the Churches of  ancient foundat ions and to those in
tradi t ional ly Chr ist ian areas where secular izat ion has become most apparent.

         With the Apostol ic Letter in the form of Motu propr io ,  Fides per doctr inam
(January 16, 2013),  Benedict  XVI,  fo l lowing in the direct ion set  for th by the Second
Vat ican Counci l  which had emphasized more than ever the l ink between catechesis
and evangel izat ion,  t ransferred the competency on al l  facets of  catechesis f rom the
Congregat ion for  Clergy to the Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  Promot ing the New Evangel izat ion.
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At the same t ime, he has also t ransferred to th is same Pont i f ical  Counci l  the Internat ional
Counci l  for  Catechesis,  establ ished by Pope Paul  VI in a let ter  dated June 7,  1973 and
which has the responsibi l i ty  of  studying for the Holy See and the Episcopal  Conferences
the most important catechet ical  topics.  This Internat ional  Counci l  serves to faci l i tate the
exchange of  ideas among those working in the catechet ical  f ie ld and to provide proposals
and suggest ions.

         I t  is  the work of  the Pont i f ical  Counci l  to deepen the theological  and
pastoral  sense of  the New Evangel izat ion,  promot ing to the Episcopal  Conferences the
study, the disseminat ion and the implementat ion of  the Papal  Magester ium on the New
Evangel izat ion.  In part icular,  th is Dicastery is charged with encouraging the use of  modern
forms of  communicat ion and to examine the ways in which they are val id instruments of
evangel izat ion.

         Regarding Catechesis,  one of  the competencies of  the Dicastery,  in addi t ion to
ident i fy ing the most consistent means of  promot ing the Catechism of the Cathol ic Church
as the ef fect ive teaching for the t ransmission of  the fa i th,  th is Counci l  is  charged with:
promot ing the rel ig ious format ion of  the fa i thful  of  a l l  ages and condi t ions,  issuing norms
which wi l l  ensure that catechet ical  instruct ion is imparted in accordance with the Church’s
constant t radi t ion,  monitor ing catechet ical  format ion,  grant ing the necessary approval  of
the Apostol ic See, wi th the consent of  the Congregat ion for  the Doctr ine of  the Fai th,  of
catechisms and other wr i t ings pertaining to catechet ical  instruct ion and of fer ing assistance
to the Off ices of  Catechesis wi th in Episcopal  Conferences.
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